    SENECA FALLS TOWN BOARD              REGULAR MEETING              SEPTEMBER 6, 2011


Reports:

Dog Control Officer:  The Dog Control Officer’s report states that three dogs were impounded – one redeemed, one adopted and one dog still being held; four Appearance tickets were issued.  A total of $10.00 was collected and turned over to the Town Clerk.

A motion was made to accept the Dog Control Officer’s report by Tim Snyder and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Zoning Officer:  Mr. Turkett noted the Board has two Zoning reports – one for the Village and one for the Town.  Town Zoning Permits issued during the month of August 2011 are Permit #2368 issued to Scott & Margaret VanKirk, 2904 Lower Lake Road, expand and convert porch to living space; Permit #2369 issued to Robert Riley, 2936 Lower Lake Road, roof; Permit #2370 issued to Michael Matuszkiwicz, 2178 Morris Drive, roof; Permit #2371 issued to Lynette Farrell, 2319 Lower Lake Road, roof; Permit #2372 issued to NY Chiropractic College, 2333 Route 89, roof; Permit #2373 issued to Deborah Moulton, 3088 Noble Road, storage shed/greenhouse; Permit #2374 issued to Seneca Meadows, Inc., 1786 Salcman Road, relocate fuel facility; Permit #2375 issued to Pete and Marilyn Sandroni, 2757 Lower Lake Road, roof; Permit #2376 issued to Bill Cram, Inc., demo building and Permit #2377 issued to George Newberry, 2687 Lower Lake Road, garage doors.
A total of $530.00 was collected from the issuance of these Permits, and 57 Zoning Permits have been issued to date for the year 2011.

Mr. Turkett stated the Planning Board met on August 25, 2011 and held a Public Hearing relative to Preliminary Site Plan Review for TOPS Fuel Facility.  He noted there is also another Group that wanted to discuss a venture at the points of Route 5 & 20 and Route 318; Amish Structures is proposing to put pre-built shed sales on that property.  Also discussed was a proposed layout and construction plan of Advantage Auto Parts for property located on Route 414.

Village Zoning Permits issued during the month of August 2011 are Permit #30814 issued to Diane DeYoe, 16 Seneca Road, pool; Permit #30815 issued to Patricia Mazzoni, 50 Cayuga Street, addition; Permit #30816 issued to Karen Buck, 69 W. Bayard Street, roof; Permit #30817 issued to Ruth Towers, 81 Cayuga Street, roof; Permit #30818 issued to Brian DeMillo II, 4 Meadow Street, front & side door, porch and storage shed; Permit #30819 issued to Norma & John Litzenberger, 118 State Street, porch skirting (Per HPC); Permit #30820 issued to Peter Sandroni, 8-10 Seneca Lane, demolition; Permit #30821 issued to Julie Ludovico, 38 Water Street, roof repair; Permit #30822 issued to Robert & Mary Andrews, 198 Fall Street, Permit renewal; Permit #30823 issued to Peter Porcelli, 23 Peterman Road, storage shed; Permit #30824 issued to Greg Keefe, 8 VanCleef Street, roof; Permit #30825 issued to Helen Wanner, 99 Ovid Street, roof; Permit #30826 issued to James E. Tanner, 7 Beryl Avenue, fence; Permit #30827 issued to Robert Nicandri, 115 Bridge Street, deck; Permit #30828 issued                 to Melissa Morrin, 24 Walnut Street, deck; Permit #30829 issued to Seneca Manor, 192 Ovid Street, Lot 163, doublewide; Permit #30830 issued to Seneca Manor, 192 Ovid Street, Lot 134, doublewide; Permit #30831 issued to Seneca Manor, 192 Ovid Street, Lot 146, doublewide; Permit #30832 issued to Joyce Baity, 31 ½ Miller Street, pool; Permit #30833 issued to Carol Wright, 79 E. Bayard Street, roof; Permit #30834 issued to Jim Lafler, 30 Clinton Street, roof; Permit #30835 issued to Ramona Lobdell, 37 Seneca Road, roof; Permit #30836 issued to Joan Rhinehart, 44 Seneca Road, repair slider door & side door; Permit #30837 issued to Cayuga Nation, 30 Seneca Road, repair side of house, siding & windows; Permit #30838 issued to Margaret Warshel, 50 Mechanic Street, repair deck; Permit #30839 issued to Constance Sowards, 63 Chapel Street, replace windows; Permit #30840 issued to Mary Suffredini, 50 Haigh Street, repair roof; Permit $30841 issued to Eugene Miller, 17 Seneca Road, roof, shed & garage; Permit #30842 issued to Lynne McMillen, 2 Pine Street, replace windows; Permit #30843 issued to Seneca Manor, 192 Ovid Street, Lot 158, doublewide; Permit #30844 issued to Tina Rook, 78 W. Bayard Street, redo steps; Permit #30845 issued to William Lutz, 2 Pinehurst Drive, garage (Per V.ZBA) and Permit #30846 issued to Dan Buck, 3 Seneca Place, demo & rebuild garage.
A total of $730.00 was collected from the issuance of these Permits, and 202 Zoning Permits have been issued to date for the year 2011.

Mr. Turkett said six of the 33 Zoning Permits that were issued were as a result of enforcement measures.   The Village Zoning Board of Appeals met on August 18, 2011 and granted an Area Variance.  He stated there will be a Special Zoning Board Meeting tomorrow evening to discuss a Use Variance for the former Johnson Home - nine apartments is being proposed for the Johnson Home proper and two units in the carriage house; the Developer is John Strawway of Portico Properties.  
Mr. Turkett referred to the website and said he has been in contact with Jim Sinicropi who has a lot of the pieces worked out.  If they start in October, they will have plenty of time to pull this together.

Mr. Turkett stated he contacted NYSEG relative to the lights on Balsley Road and got all new pricing.  It is a 
little over $200.00 for the poles, lights and mast arm. There is an annual rental fee of about $1,833.00 for four additional lights, plus the electricity which would be about $450.00 a year.  He discussed with Mr. Rowe and Mr. Wood as to the placement of the lights.  Mr. Turkett requested that the Board consider the project.
Mr. Same stated the Board would be committing to about $2,400.00 a year to keep that area safe.  He noted Mr. Wood indicated that this is probably the most traveled road in the Town.  Mr. Same recommended that the Board go forward and approve the lights and authorize Barton & Loguidice to stake them out.  Brief discussion followed.
A motion was made approving the installation of the lights on Balsley Road at a cost of up to $2,500.00 annually, and authorizing Barton & Loguidice to locate the lights by Duane Moore and seconded by Tim Snyder.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.
Mr. Same noted that in 2012, it is proposed that all the lighting would be funded by the General Fund; it will be discussed during the Budget process.

Commissioner of Parks & Recreation:  Mr. Spina said the Board has a copy of his report.  He indicated that Summer Programs were very successful; it’s the first time in the last few years that every one went off without a cancellation.  The Community Center floors were done over the weekend.  

Mr. Spina stated Barton & Loguidice did get a chance to look at the pool floor bottom.  Mr. Rowe stated they made a couple of visits and met with Mr. Spina.  There were a couple of areas where the marsite has deteriorated all the way up to the pool surface.  They contacted an outfit who is capable of making the repairs, and they provided a quote of $2,500.00 based on a per square foot area estimating 50 square feet; the additional cost for anything over 50 square feet is $25.00 per square foot.  Mr. Rowe said it will take about one day to do the work, and the option is to either do the work this Fall or do it in the Spring.  He added it would involve lowering the water level to make the repairs.  Mr. Moore asked if it would be less expensive to do it now; Mr. Rowe replied no – probably about the same cost.  He would have to check with them to see if the quote is valid for next Spring.  After discussion as to whether to do the repairs this Fall or next Spring, Mr. Same said he thinks the best thing to do is get it done as quickly as possible now that the pool is closed.  He noted the repairs will cost about $5,000.00, which is well under the guideline for bidding.  
Mr. Casamassima asked if they know what caused it; Mr. Rowe replied they don’t know what caused it without draining the pool and sound testing the surface of the pool.  Mr. Casamassima asked if they could test it and contact the company that originally did it – they might cover something if it was defective workmanship.  Mr. Rowe stated the company that actually did it was a sub-contractor; they are the ones they are looking at doing the work.  Mr. Casamassima asked why go back to the same people that created the problem.  Mr. Same stated they didn’t create it; no one knows what caused it.  Mr. Moore added they didn’t create it; no one knows what caused it – that’s what they are going to go in and look at.  Mr. Spina said one of the problems is that limited companies do this work.  Mr. Same noted it’s an older facility that was re-marsited 4-5 years ago; it’s a general maintenance.  He added if the Town is going to have the facility, we need to have it safe.  Further discussion followed.
A motion was made to repair the pool at a cost not to exceed $5,000.00 by Tim Snyder and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 3 ayes, 1 nay; Councilman Casamassima with the dissenting vote.  

Highway Superintendent:  Mr. Wood referred to the waterline, and said the short side of the waterline is all hooked up.  They knocked down all the piles and filled in all the low spots.  They will start milling next week, and are getting ready for paving.  

Mr. Wood said at one time, he was going to buy some dumpsters, but since then, he found an outlet for them and got some for nothing.  He has been having a lot of meetings and is looking at Village equipment to try to get a hold on that.  He met with Ms. Lotz; all Village plates have to be turned in, and he will be working on that with her.  Mr. Same noted Mr. Wood, Mr. Marquart and Mr. Cafolla will be meeting to start reviewing the transfer of equipment to determine its use, where it’s going to be used and how it’s going to be used.  Mr. Wood said hopefully, this meeting will get everything together as to who is doing what, such as plowing.  
A motion was made to approve Mr. Spina’s report and Mr. Wood’s report by Duane Moore and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 ayes.

Assessor:  No report.

Attorney for the Town:  Mr. Morrell noted there are matters that will come up later on the Agenda.
Town Justice:  Judge Mahoney indicated that the Board has a copy of her report.  She requested that the Board 

approve a Resolution in support of the Justice Court Assistance Program Grant.  The Architect Joe Maryak has 
given her some of the figures for the building to re-design the Court – she will be requesting $30,000.00.
A motion was made by T.J. Casamassima and seconded by Tim Snyder to approve the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of New York amended the Judiciary Law to establish the Justice Court Assistance Program; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Court Administration will administer the Program; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Seneca Falls recognizes that the Town Court is handling more involved criminal matters; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Seneca Falls fell victim to an arson that destroyed the Court facility; and

WHEREAS, the Town Court of Seneca Falls has moved to another temporary location and desires that this temporary facility is sufficient to ensure the safety of the Employees and the Public; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board intends to move the Court to a permanent facility in the very near future and the Town’s Engineers and Architects recently consulted with Office of Court Administration for this purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Seneca Falls desires the Town Court of Seneca Falls to efficiently and safely serve the Community.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Seneca Falls hereby authorizes the Town Court of Seneca Falls to apply for funding under the Justice Court Assistance Program Grant.

No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

A motion was made to accept Judge Mahoney’s report by Tim Snyder and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Committee Reports:

Transition:  John Condino stated on August 15th, three bids were received for the solid waste collection; low bidder was Cardinal Disposal of Dundee, New York.  There will be a meeting with Joe Gibson of Cardinal Disposal, and after that, he should have a recommendation.  Brief discussion followed.
Mr. Condino mentioned water and sewer rates, and said he will be meeting with Mrs. Havelin as he has more questions which he thinks she will be very helpful in answering.  Mr. Same said we don’t know officially if the revenue balances the budget; there is a fund balance in the water fund, but he doesn’t know about the sewer fund.  He added they will be looking at that to determine what the rates need to be.  He said the goal is to equalize the rates for all properties.  Mr. Condino said they are continuing to work with the people at the wastewater treatment plant, and are making progress.  Further discussion followed.

Mr. Same mentioned that he has received a message from the Department of State that the Village and Town was successful in a Transition Grant, and will be receiving just short of $460,000.00 to help with the transition.  He said it will be an opportunity for the Town and Village to cover additional costs incurred from the transition.

Mr. Turkett stated he is working out of a Code Book for the Town and one for the Village.  He has been doing a preliminary review to combine them, and discussed this with General Code who gave him a quote of $15,500.00 to combine the two books and do a new book   Mr. Turkett said he is ready to move forward to start creating this new book which incorporates the best of the Village Code and the best of the Town Code and some additional code that has come up over the years that were not addressed.  
Mr. Same stated if we can get started, some of the grant dollars might be able to be used for this.  He would like to look at the Budget to determine if the funds are available to spend the money in 2011, and get the process going.  Mr. Turkett said General Code would split it up so that the Town could make smaller payments.  

Mr. Morrell stated the Village laws will continue as is for two years from the date of dissolution – they will continue for two years if the Town does nothing.  During that time, he strongly recommends that the Town does something within that tenure so the Village Code is either replaced, continues or changed as the Board sees fit.  He added you have two municipalities becoming one municipality which ought to be served by one code book.  Mr. Morrell noted that in order to change either Code requires a local law.  After discussion, Mr. Same stated after looking at the Budget to see if funds can be allocated in 2011, the Board can decide if they want to start it this year or wait until next year.  

Communications:   
A motion was made to receive and file Communications numbered 1 to 23 by Duane Moore and seconded by Tim Snyder.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.  Communications numbered 1 to 23 are as follows:
1. Notice of Petition and Petition relative to the application for review under Article 7 of the Real Property Tax Law of a tax assessment by Wal-Mart Real Estate Business Trust vs. the Board of Assessment Review, the Assessor and the Town of Seneca Falls, from Kavinoky/Cook, Attorneys at Law.

2. Statement of Accounts, April 1, 2011 to July 31, 2011, from M & T Investment Group.

3. Minutes of the Seneca County Planning Board Meeting of July 14, 2011.

4. Check in the amount of $1,132.27 from Parker’s Grille, Inc. representing monthly payment of CDBG and HUD loan.

5. Minutes of the Planning Board Meeting of July 28, 2011.

6. Minutes of the Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting of July 28, 2011.

7. Email from Time Warner Cable notifying Town cable agreements with programmers expire from time to time, and they may be required to cease carriage of certain stations in the near future.  

8. Letter from Attorney Mark Butler inclosing copies of correspondence received from the NYS Office of the State Comptroller acknowledging receipt of the Town Board’s Order of Dissolution of Town’s Fire Protection District and Order of Expansion of Bridgeport Fire District.

9. Check in the amount of $29,936.27 from Town Justice representing fines, fees and forfeitures collected by the Court during the month of July 2011.

10. Statement of Statutory Gross Receipts and net tax due the Town ($0) from Network Innovations, Inc.

11. Check in the amount of $143.94 from Rita Cassaro representing Retiree’s portion of health insurance premium due.

12. Copy of letter to Michael P. Guerriero, Esq., Koeppel Martone & Leistman, LLP, from Town Attorney inclosing copy of the Stipulation of Discontinuation relative to 4-30 State Street LLC vs. Town of Seneca Falls.

13. Letter thanking Town for its contribution, and listing trophy winners from Seneca Falls Classic Car Show.

14. Statement of all moneys received and disbursed during the month of July 2011 from Town Supervisor.

15. Notice from NYS Department of Labor that Seneca Meadows Landfill has received an explosive magazine certificate from NYS Department of Labor.

16. Cash in the amount of $600.00 from Roy Rossignol representing waterline curbstop fee.

17. Check in the amount of $300.00 from William Fowler representing waterline curbstop fee.

18. Check in the amount of $80.29 from Seneca County IDA representing Payment in Lieu of Taxes for 1771 Auburn Road.

19. Letter from Harris Beach, Attorneys at Law, inclosing application for Real Property Tax Exemption and a Payment in Lieu of Tax Agreement relative to Seneca Hospitality LLC (Hampton Inn).

20. Check in the amount of $1,132.27 from Parker’s Grille, Inc. representing monthly payment of CDBG and HUD loan.
21. Certificate of Results relative to the Special Fire District Election from Bridgeport Fire District.

22. Minutes of the Village Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting of August 18, 2011.

23. Minutes of the Town Planning Board Meeting of August 25, 2011.

Old Business:

10 Fall Street:  Mr. Same stated Barton & Loguidice and the Architect were tasked to prepare a design for the building and to get drawings ready to go out for bid.  Architect Dick Foote came in a few days ago and asked the Board if they would consider taking a look at the exterior of the structure to see if it could be taken back to the way it used to look many years ago.  Mr. Maryak is trying to put together a cost implication for the recommended change.  After brief discussion, Mr. Same said the Board will wait until the numbers are in.
Proposed Lake View Code:  Mr. Same said the residents that brought it up decided to wait until the Board looks at this request along with the other codes.  

Transition – Village Planning Board & Zoning Board of Appeals:  Mr. Turkett said the IMA was delivered to Mr. Morrell.  Mr. Morrell said it was prepared and sent to the Village; they spoke favorably on it, but he has not heard back from the Village.  After brief discussion, Mr. Morrell said after the IMA is signed, each Board would be required to adopt a local law which would refer to the Agreement combining the Village and Town Planning Boards and the Village and Town Zoning Board of Appeals.  Mr. Turkett indicated that he would talk to the Village.
New Business:

Contribution Request – SF Rotary Jazz Festival:  Deputy Supervisor Snyder stated the Board has a request for a contribution of $150.00 and the use of a dump truck from the Seneca Falls Rotary Club on September 18th. A discussion followed relative to a possible conflict of interest since Mr. Same and Mr. Moore are members of the Rotary Club.  Mr. Morrell said he has reviewed the law as far as what is considered conflict of interest under General Municipal Law, and typically it requires that a Board Member have an interest; an interest by the Courts has been read to mean a financial interest.  He said unless either of the Board Members is receiving any payments from the Rotary Club, then it would not be considered a conflict of interest.  He doesn’t believe recusal is required on this.
A motion was made to contribute $150.00 to the Seneca Falls Rotary Club and the use of a dump truck for their 
Jazz Festival on September 18th by T.J. Casamassima and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Budget Workshop Dates:  After brief discussion, the Board set the following dates and times for Budget Workshops:   Friday, September 23rd at 1:00 P.M. and Thursday, September 29th at 1:00 P.M.

Discussion – SF Heritage Area Commission & Historic Preservation Commission:  Mr. Same stated a letter was received from Adriene Emmo indicating that the SF Heritage Area Commission is willing to continue to serve in 2012.  The Historic Preservation Commission reviews any changes to structures within the Historic District.  They are separate and distinctly different from the SF Heritage Area Commission which oversees the Visitor’s Center.  Mr. Same said he is not sure whether the Board will need that Commission going forward because the Visitor’s Center is now in a building that the Town owns and is being overseen by the Museum Board.  He said there is a Village Local Law that was set up to establish the Heritage Area Commission.  He questioned as to whether or not this is one of the local laws that have to be carried over.  Mr. Morrell stated this Local Law of the Village will continue to be in effect for two years beyond the date of dissolution just as every other Village local law unless and until the Town Board changes it.  After brief discussion, Mr. Same noted this will be carried under Old Business. 
Contribution Request – SF Junior Football & Cheerleading League:  Mr. Spina stated they had a similar request in April, and it was agreed by the Recreation Committee at that time to let them do their fundraising and see how they do, and they can request again later if they felt they could use a boost from the Town.  He said they fell short of their goal, but they are continuing to do fundraising.  Mr. Spina said they are concerned about having enough to carry over to get through to next year when they have to pay the full League fee.  He added they are asking for any kind of contribution the Board can give them.  Mr. Morrell asked about insurance; Mr. Spina replied it’s covered through the League.  Mr. Moore stated they are young kids working hard to help themselves through fundraisers, so he feels the Board also needs to help them.  Discussion followed.
A motion was made to donate $500.00 to the Seneca Falls Junior Football and Cheerleading League as it is beneficial to the Community by Duane Moore and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Program Ad – National Women’s Hall of Fame:  Mr. Same indicated that the National Women’s Hall of Fame is requesting that the Board place an ad in the Induction Ceremony Program; cost of a one-quarter page ad is $250.00.  

A motion was made to place a one-quarter page ad in the National Women’s Hall of Fame Program booklet at a cost of $250.00 by Duane Moore and seconded by Tim Snyder.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Payment of Bills:

A motion was made by Tim Snyder and seconded by T.J. Casamassima to approve and order paid the following bills:

General Fund - $96,924.57 (Abstract #9; vouchers numbered 368-425)

Miscellaneous Fund - $15,356.30 (Abstract #9)

Highway Fund - $9,677.06 (Abstract #9; vouchers numbered 88-101)

Recreation Fund - $19,260.70 (Abstract #9; vouchers numbered 259-293)

Vince’s Park Fund – $6,997.14 (Abstract #9; vouchers numbered 92-111)

No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

A motion was made to go into Executive Session at 8:40 P.M. for the purpose of discussing the personnel history of a particular Employee by Tim Snyder and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

A motion was made to reopen the regular monthly Meeting at 9:50 P.M. by Duane Moore and seconded by Tim Snyder.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Being there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the Meeting by Tim Snyder and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Meeting adjourned at 9:50 P.M.








Respectfully submitted,








NICALETTA J. GREER








Town Clerk

