    SENECA FALLS TOWN BOARD            PUBLIC HEARING & MEETING              OCTOBER 4, 2011


The Seneca Falls Town Board held a Public Hearing and regular monthly Meeting on Tuesday, October 4, 2011 in the Town Hall Meeting Room, 81 W. Bayard Street.

Present were Supervisor Peter Same; Councilpersons Duane Moore, Susan Sauvageau and T.J. Casamassima.  Also present were Patrick Morrell, Attorney for the Town; Steven Turkett, Zoning Officer; James Spina, Commissioner of Parks & Recreation; Donald Wood, Highway Superintendent; Joyce Mahoney, Town Justice; Jeffrey Rowe, Town Engineer and a Member of the local media.
Supervisor Same called the Meeting to order at 7:05 P.M.  A roll call was taken of the Board Members and Councilman Snyder was absent from the Meeting; the Pledge of Allegiance followed.
Public Hearing – Proposed Local Law Consolidating Village and Town Planning Board & Zoning Board of Appeals:  Mr. Same stated the proposed Local law relates to the combining of the Town and Village Planning Boards and the Zoning Boards of Appeals.  He opened the Public Hearing for comment.  Mr. Morrell stated last month, the Town and Village entered into an Agreement that gave authority to the Town Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals to have control over matters that are happening within the Village – anything that would go before the Village Boards would now come to the Town Boards.  He said this local law is to amend the current local laws to refer to this Agreement.  Mr. Morrell stated if the Town and Village did nothing, then the Village Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals would still be in effect for two years after dissolution.
Mr. Same stated there are issues currently that are coming before Village Boards and they are having problems with quorums.  He indicated that the Village will also have to take similar action and adopt a similar local law.  

Dan Babbitt asked if both Boards will be dissolved and then renew who the Board is going to pick for these Boards.  Mr. Morrell replied the Town’s Boards will remain the same, and it would just expand their jurisdiction to cover the Village.  Mr. Same said the numbers will remain the same – the Town has Alternates, but has not gone to a larger Board at this time.  Mr. Morrell stated within the past few years, the Town Board did a Local Law to specifically authorize Alternate Members of the Planning Board; one already existed for the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He said all Residents are certainly invited to put their name in for consideration to be appointed to those Boards.
Since there were no further comments, Mr. Same closed the Public Hearing.  

Petitioners:  There were no Petitioners.

Approval of Minutes:  A motion was made to approve the Minutes of the regular monthly Meeting of September 6, 2011 by Duane Moore and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Reports:

Dog Control Officer:  The Dog Control Officer’s report states that three dogs were impounded and three redeemed; six Appearance tickets were issued.  A total of $30.00 in fees was collected and turned over to the Town Clerk.

A motion was made to accept the Dog Control Officer’s report by T.J. Casamassima and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Zoning Officer:  Mr. Turkett noted Town and Village Zoning Reports for the month of September 2011 have been filed.  Town Zoning Permits issued were Permit #2378 issued to Bruce Henry Properties, 1855 Route 5 & 20, demolition; Permit #2379 issued to Matthew & Dana Colvin, 2997 Bauer Road, roof; Permit #2380 issued to Bob McDonald, 2993 E. Bayard Street Ext., repair roof; Permit #2381 issued to Kathryn Harrison, 2269 Lake Road, replace roofs; Permit #2382 issued to Larry Schmidtgall, 3286 Noble Road, roof; Permit #2383 issued to NY Chiropractic College, Huron Building; roof; Permit #2384 issued to Brookline Development, 1959 Route 5 & 20, roof and Permit #2385 issued to John Mahoney, 2968 Lower Lake Road, roof.
A total of $318.80 was collected from the issuance of these Permits, and 65 Zoning Permits have been issued to date for the year 2011.

The Town Planning Board met on September 29, 2011 and reviewed an application for a Use Variance.  Also reviewed were the plans for the Bill Cram Chevrolet project and TOPS Fuel Facility.

Village Zoning Permits issued were Permit #30847 issued to Steven & Elizabeth Becht, 142 Ovid Street, storage shed; Permit #30848 issued to Bonnie Talbot, 103 Mynderse Street, roof; Permit #30849 issued to Timothy Ryan, 10 Nicholas Street, demolition and new porch; Permit #30850 issued to Todd & Ellen Reed, 62 

Green Street, replace windows; Permit #30851 issued to Carol Paradise, 20 Seneca Manor Drive, roof; Permit 
#30852 issued to Richard Swartz, 66 Bridge Street, repair roof; Permit #30853 issued to Michael Petrocci, 7 Spruce Lane, windows; Permit #30854 issued to Revitacor LLC, 37 Fall Street, install brick; Permit #30855 issued to Robert Nicandri, 115 Bridge Street, add door; Permit #30856 issued to William Lutz, 22 Courtney Drive, roof; Permit #30857 issued to Kim Butler, 55 W. Bayard Street, roof; Permit #30858 issued to Peter Brown, 16 Clinton Street, repair chimney; Permit #30859 issued to Edward Thurston, 22 Seneca Road, siding and windows; Permit #30860 issued to Park Place Apartments, W. Bayard Street, roof – various apartments; Permit #30861 issued to Paul Richardson, 40 Clinton Street, garage roof; Permit #30862 issued to Matt Jennings, 27 Walnut Street, repair roof; Permit #30863 issued to George Tilton, 21 Haigh Street, siding and windows; Permit #30864 issued to Carol Hall, 37 Ovid Street, windows; Permit #30865 issued to Habitat for Humanity, 2 Seneca Road, shed and fence; Permit #30866 issued to Jim Duffy, 23 Boston Avenue, shed, porch, remodel, garage; Permit #30867 issued to Melissa Haas-Litzenberger, 14 Porter Street, windows; Permit #30868 issued to Linda Marzan, 9 Peterman Road, replace front deck; Permit #30869 issued to Armando Fedele, 6&8 Green Street, roof; Permit #30870 issued to Gina Tetor, 3 Rumsey Street, siding, demolition and porch; Permit #30871 issued to Sue Sauvageau, 61 ½ Fall Street, siding; Permit #30872 issued to ITT Goulds Pumps, 240 Fall Street, roof; Permit #30873 issued to Portico Properties, Inc., 109-125 Fall Street, apartment door; Permit #30874 issued to Portico Properties, Inc., 57 Cayuga Street, renovations; Permit #30875 issued to Seneca Falls Savings Bank, 19 Cayuga Street, pre-cast sills and Permit #30876 issued to Phillip Dressing, 120 State Street, replace steps and door.
A total of $690.00 was collected from the issuance of these Permits, and 232 Zoning Permits have been issued to date for the year 2011.

The Village Zoning Board of Appeals met on September 7, 2011 and granted a Use Variance for the former Johnson Home property.  Mr. Turkett stated the former Johnson Home was approved for apartments, and also went through HPC approval for renovations. He noted there will be eleven apartments.

Mr. Turkett stated the Balsley Road lights have been ordered, and Mr. Wood staked out where three additional lights will go.  They should be installed by the end of October.  

Mr. Turkett referred to the General Code proposal, and said this is a proposal to combine both the Town and Village Code Books.  It will be done through meetings with the Boards and meetings with the Public; it has a start date as late as October 21st, and a completion date of August 2012.  The payment schedule is based on five payments of 20% each; it is a budgeted item.
Mr. Turkett stated the Village has their Code on line; the Town does not have that feature right now; the cost is about $1,200.00 a year maintenance fee.  He said the alternate would be to take our Code and split it into Chapters and put it on our website.  He added if we get to April or May and decide not to go with putting it online, that cost can be pulled out of the proposal.  Mr. Same said he thinks the process needs to get started.
A motion was made to accept the proposal of General Code to convert the Town and Village Code Books into one Code Book at a cost of $16,700.00 by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by Duane Moore.  

Mr. Casamassima stated the aggressive timetable looks like it’s going to run from now until the end of the year.  He doesn’t know if that is enough time for participation.  Mr. Same replied this will take it until the middle part of next year.  He added it’s in the Budget and there are funds to spend this year; the rest of it is budgeted for next year.
The motion made by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by Duane Moore to accept the proposal of General Code to convert Town and Village Code Books into one Code Book was carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

A motion was made to accept Mr. Turkett’s report by T.J. Casamassima and seconded by Sue Sauvageau.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Commissioner of Parks & Recreation:  Mr. Spina noted the Board has a copy of his report which contains the Fitness Room registration sheet.  He said last year at the Conference he attended, there was a session regarding Fitness Room liabilities; the Speaker spoke about many municipalities who have free Fitness Rooms that are lacking in control.  He realized we were one of them.  Mr. Spina stated they started a registration program, and had Mr. Morrell review a liability waiver.  He added in that, it says that their doctors are aware and that they are authorized by their medical professionals to use that room; it will take away from some of the Town’s liability.  He put that together, and as of September 28th, they had 512 registrations – it seems to be working very well.
Mr. Same said he spoke with Mr. Spina about the Fitness Room; he had a resident of the Community who 

wanted to know why it was not available on Sundays.  Mr. Spina said it has been closed on Sundays for the Summer.  He added on Sundays, they got from 5-10 people the entire day.  He didn’t feel it was a proper use of their resources.  Mr. Spina said he developed a survey which will be handed out to residents asking not only about hours, but other things, such as length of times, etc.  
Mr. Spina said basketball registration starts next week and they will be into basketball until the end of March.  Soccer will be over the end of this month, and then they will be getting into the basketball season.

Mr. Spina said this Saturday, they will be hosting the Forever Young 5K – it’s in memory of Freddie Morganti who passed away two years ago; it’s for a scholarship fund they give to Mynderse Academy Graduates.  He indicated that last year they had 180 runners; as of today, they have almost 250 registered, and it will probably get to 400 runners by Saturday.  The Halloween Parade and Trick or Treat will be on Saturday, October 29th; it starts at 2:00 P.M. downtown, and ends with a Parade down to the Community Center where there will be games and activities.
Mr. Spina mentioned that they are actively involved with the It’s a Wonderful Life Celebration.  He is on the Committee, and one of the things they are concerned about is the It’s a Wonderful Run which they expect over 1,000 runners this year, and which taxes the Community Center and the surrounding area; they are working to try to make that a cleaner operation.  

Mr. Spina said in light of the recent County adoption of No Smoking on County property, he has spoken to the Commission and intends to have a recommendation to the Board to see if they would consider a similar law to give them a little help in enforcing No Smoking at Kids’ Territory, Vince’s Park and the playgrounds.
Mr. Casamassima said Mr. Spina didn’t mention Senior Luncheons.  Mr. Spina stated there are Senior Luncheons every month and they are very popular.  He welcomed the Board to stop down and join in.

Mr. Turkett mentioned that it’s the 10th Anniversary of the Community Center.  He applauded Mr. Spina and his Staff for taking on more programs each year and for what they do. 

A motion was made to accept Mr. Spina’s report by T.J. Casamassima and seconded by Sue Sauvageau.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Highway Superintendent:  Mr. Wood stated they have been pretty busy.  They have been on Garden Street Extension making all the repairs in preparation for paving; tomorrow they will do driveways so paving will come off smoothly.  They will also be doing the driveways on Bauer Road tomorrow.  The waterline on Bauer Road is about 85% complete; they would have had it done if it wasn’t for the rain.  Garden Street will be paved on the 17th and 18th, so that street will be closed for two days.  Mr. Wood said after paving, they will be doing their final mowing, and hopefully, work on the waterline to finish that up.
Mr. Wood stated the sidewalks on Balsley Road will be poured on Thursday, and they will put the dirt around the sidewalks after the street lights are in.  

Mr. Same mentioned that we have to get ready to inform the Residents of the Community the changes that will take place with pickups in 2012.  Mr. Wood noted he started working on that.  Mr. Same said he is just following up on things that need to be accomplished before the end of the year.  He commended the Highway Department for all that they do.  
A motion was made to accept Mr. Wood’s report by Duane Moore and seconded by Sue Sauvageau.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Assessor:  Mr. Same stated the Assessor is not present, but she did give the Board a report.  She is requesting approval to replace a computer; State bid price is $665.00, but she is asking if the Board would approve it not to exceed $1,000.00; there is probably software, etc. that are needed.
A motion was made authorizing the Assessor to purchase a computer at a cost not to exceed $1,000.00 by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.
A motion was made to accept the Assessor’s report by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Attorney for the Town:  Mr. Morrell indicated most of the items are coming up later on the Agenda.

Town Justice:  Judge Mahoney indicated that the Board has a copy of her report.  She mentioned that December 9th at 1:00 P.M. there will be Drug Court Graduation.  Mr. Same asked how many will be graduating; the Judge 

responded three so far.

A motion was made to accept Judge Mahoney’s report by Duane Moore and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Committee Reports:

Transition:  Mr. Same stated Architect Joe Maryak will be here later this Evening to give a presentation relative to the design of 10 Fall Street.  Dick Foote has helped with a proposed design which is Greek Revival, a style which existed down there many years ago.  

Water & Sewer:  John Condino stated they are getting close to finalizing what the water and sewer rates will be; expectation is by this time next month budgets will be in a position to give a recommendation of where the rates should be.  He said the first premise they have been working on is the whole idea of equalization of rates, working toward what will be a singe rate for the Community of Seneca Falls.  He added that means for the Village Residents the rates will go up some and for Town Residents the rates will go down some.  Mr. Condino mentioned that for a number of years, the Waste Water Treatment Plant was below staffing levels; more personnel has been added which will affect rates some.  
Mr. Condino stated one of the other basic premises is the whole establishment of some reserves.  He has been working with Mr. Cafolla and Mr. Pickard, and on the wastewater side, this seems to be an area where there are immediate needs for repairs or capital replacements.  They are also working to come up with plans that will basically give a 1-5 year or longer window as to what a reserve level should be.  

Mr. Condino mentioned that Seneca Meadows has been going through analysis of alternative leachate pre-treatment processes; it’s fairly high tech technology used for pre-treatment.  He said they are prepared to invest considerable capital in that system for the Town; that would mean the leachate would be pre-treated to a point where it would be levels of normal sewage.  He added the bottom line of that is it looks as if it would be to the Town’s advantage because they would have a steady input stream of about 100,000 gallons a day, and give the Town an increase in long term revenue.  Mr. Condino stated by November, the expectation is they hope to have some type of a plan on the structure of the treatment so that estimates can be made and put into the final budgets so that those rates can be established.  

Mr. Condino gave some preliminary rates for water and sewer.  Base rates on the water side are Village Residents would go up about .10 a day, and Town Residents would go down about .10 a day.  On the sewer side, rates have not been adjusted since 2003; it looks as if it will be in the neighborhood of 1 ½ times – the increase will probably be a few cents a day.  Mr. Condino stated once they get the agreement with Seneca Meadows, they will know what those rates will be.  
Mr. Moore said once the sewer rates get established and get up to par, what is the normal time element in raising them the next time.  Mr. Condino replied his best recommendation is that the rates should be reviewed every year the way you look at budgets; that way, whatever adjustments need to be made are minor and are easily explained.  Further discussion followed.

Communications:
A motion was made to receive and file Communications numbered 1 to 21 by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.  Communications numbered 1 to 21 are as follows:

1. Summary Report of Grant Activity as of August 31, 2011 from J. O’Connell & Associates, Inc.
2. Check in the amount of $300.00 from Anthony Marconi representing waterline curbstop fee.

3. Statement of Accounts, April 1, 2011 to August 31, 2011, from M & T Investment Group.

4. Section 504 Compliance Handbook, September 2011, from Thompson Publishing Group.

5. Check in the amount of $38,395.08 from Town Justice representing fines, fees and forfeitures collected by the Court during the month of August 2011.

6. Check in the amount of $252.90 from John Sinicropi representing Retiree’s portion of health insurance premium.

7. Tonnage received by the Landfill from the Town during the month of August 2011 from Seneca Meadows, Inc.

8. Minutes of the Seneca County Planning Board Meeting of August 11, 2011.

9. Municipal Shelter Inspection Report completed on September 8, 2011 from NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets.

10. Reports and Resolutions from the Seneca County Planning Board relative to a Site Plan Review, Area Variance and Use Variance.

11. Check in the amount of $40.20 from Shirley Andrews representing her portion of health insurance 

      premium.

12. Monthly Report for the month of July 2011 and August 2011, as per Town Operating License and Host  

Community Agreement, from Seneca Meadows, Inc.
13. Groundwater Monitoring Report, 2nd Quarter 2011, Leachate and Gas Condensate Report, 2nd Quarter 2011, from Seneca Meadows, Inc.

14. Statement of Statutory Gross Receipts with net tax due the Town ($0) for the month of August 2011 from Network Innovations, Inc.

15. Monthly Report of all moneys received and disbursed during the month of August 2011 from Town 
      Supervisor.

16. Letter from Christine Moulton, National Women’s Hall of Fame, thanking Board for its ad in the Induction Weekend Booklet, and encouraging the Board to visit the Hall of Fame.

17. Check in the amount of $1,132.27 from Parker’s Grille, Inc. representing monthly payment of CDBG and HUD loan.

18. Minutes of the Village Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting of September 7, 2011.

19. Check in the amount of $474.90 from Steven Turkett representing Employee’s portion of health insurance premium.

20. Check in the amount of $501.24 from Robert Tansley representing Retiree’s portion of health insurance premium.

21. Notice of automatic deposit of $92,275.00 in the Town’s account which represents General Purpose State Aid (AIM payment) from New York State Office of the State Comptroller.

Old Business:

10 Fall Street:  Joe Maryak of JCM Architectural Associates stated they were asked to look at a proposal by Dick Foote.  They thought it may warrant taking the 10 Fall Street Building and giving it more of a historic element.  Mr. Maryak said they were asked to work with Mr. Foote to try to come through with a Greek Revival scheme.  One of the elements that came up in the site plan review was there is a very strong relationship to the Canal.  Right now, there is nothing more than a traffic area and a guard rail that separates the entry to 10 Fall Street from that area; in the future, they thought to take the area where the gazebo is and maybe it could become some form of a walkway where the barrier is removed and replaced with bollards and then it may lead to some formal area in front of the building at 10 Fall Street.  
Mr. Maryak stated part of the site design also meant taking the exit road up above where the Court parking is going to be and bringing it at 90 degrees to Fall Street.  Landscaping was added in front and around the building.  Parking was added on Trinity Lane and in the Church parking lot; if all the cars were added up, there would be parking for +/- 70 cars in total.  The proposal includes cutting the tunnel off that connects the building with the Mews and filling it in.  
Mr. Maryak stated with Mr. Foote’s idea of making this a Greek Revival scheme meant that symmetry has to be added to the front; a small addition will be added on to the Town entryway on the south side.  This gives the opportunity to expand the lobby and a possibility of a transaction window directly into the Clerk’s Office.  The rest of the space stays the same as it was in the previous proposal.  The Court area is identical to the plan that was worked out with the Office of Court Administration and with the Judge. 
Mr. Maryak referred to sketches of the building and proceeded to describe the exterior of the building as far as the changes that were made.  Mr. Foote, who indicated that this is a voluntary effort on his part, stated the intent was to try to bring an anchor to create a civic building that would jumpstart this end of Fall Street.  He thinks this design will bring this building to the forefront – it stabilizes and transforms that area.  He added that it is a state-of-the-art building that reflects the history of the Village – it would be a nice image for the new Town.  
Mr. Same stated we had a design that was a nice design; if the Board agrees to go forward with this design, there will be an added cost.  Further discussion and explanations followed.
Construction costs were discussed.  General and Misc. Work, Town Office Work and Justice Court Work basically stay the same; the difference in dollars is in the Exterior Work.  Mr. Maryak stated the building itself with two floor plans and all the exterior elements to get the Greek Revival costs $1,930,044.  He reviewed the Site work costs; updated site construction cost is $293,000.  The total cost is $2,223,044.  He added if the Town chooses to do paving for all areas, the possible savings is $115,750.  Mr. Same stated he talked with Mr. Wood as the Highway and Street Department could help with some of the project costs for paving; Mr. Wood said it all depends on their schedule.  He said the opportunity is there, and if the Board decides to go forward and bid this, those costs could be separated out.  
Mr. Maryak indicated that they will need at least 3-4 weeks to finish the drawings to do the Greek Revival scheme, and engineering will have to have a little bit of time.  He said it could go out for bid in November, and the Board could receive bids in mid-December; by the time the contract is awarded and the contractor gets 

everything together, you are looking at mid-January.  The contractor could start as early as February or March, depending on the weather.  

Mr. Moore commented that it is a lot of money.  Mr. Same said it is a lot of money, but a new building would cost a lot more.  He added the Board doesn’t have a lot of choices; this facility we are in is a rental that costs the Town approximately $90,000.00 a year, not to mention that there is a possibility that this building won’t be available for the entire year next year – there are indications that this building may be sold.  Mr. Same said the Board needs to move forward; in his mind this is the best approach.  Mr. Moore stated if we are going to do something, he suggested doing it right.  He added these improvements are great for this project; we just have to 
make sure we have the money to do it.  Mr. Same noted there is close to $2.5 million in the Building Reserve Fund; there is plenty of money to do the project, and hopefully, it will not cost as much as projected.  Mr. Casamassima said he likes the design, but it would be nice to cut something to bring the cost down.  He is also concerned about the parking.  Mr. Same stated the cost estimates are what they are – it may be less when bids are opened.  

After further discussion, Mr. Same said he is ready to go forward with no reservations; Mr. Moore and Ms. Sauvageau agreed.  Ms. Sauvageau added that she thinks it is a great solution for the neighborhood; aside from the Mews, everything else is on the upgrade there – it will be a nice focal point.  She said there may be grant money available for some of the walkways and landscaping along VanCleef Lake in front of the building.
A motion was made to proceed with the Greek Revival design as presented this Evening by Duane Moore and seconded by Sue Sauvageau.  No questions.  Motion carried 3 ayes, 1 nay; Councilman Casamassima with the dissenting vote.  
Bids – Solid Waste Collection:  Mr. Same stated they are finalizing this with Cardinal, and will be ready to award the bid at the November Meeting.

New Business:

Local Law - Consolidation of Village & Town Planning and Zoning Boards:  A motion was made to adopt Local Law #4 – 2011, to amend Chapter 25 and Chapter 103 of the Code of the Town of Seneca Falls, New York to provide for a consolidated Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals pursuant to an Intermunicipal Agreement between the Town of Seneca Falls and the Village of Seneca Falls, by T.J. Casamassima and seconded by Sue Sauvageau.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Administration – Local Government Efficiency Implementation Grant:  Mr. Same referred to the Efficiency Implementation Grant that was awarded to the Village and the Town, and said there is an Agreement from J. O’Connell & Associates to administer the Grant; the fee is $5,000.00 with the signing of the Agreement and $5,000.00 after the completion of the project.
A motion was made authorizing the Town Supervisor to sign the Agreement with J. O’Connell & Associates to administer the Local Government Efficiency Implementation Grant at a cost of $10,000.00 by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

BSD – Purchase Basin Covers:  Mr. Same stated there are ten basin covers that need to be replaced; the cost is $3,241.00 for the ten basin covers.  He added there is money in the Budget to cover this.

A motion was made to purchase ten basin covers at a cost of $3,241.00 by T.J. Casamassima and seconded by Sue Sauvageau.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

2012 Tentative Budget:  Mr. Same indicated that the Town Board has been working on this Tentative Budget.  The Town tax rate that all Residents will be paying is $2.35 per $1,000; Highway tax is $1.61 for all Residents; Fire Protection is .99 per $1,000 for all of Seneca Falls.  Obligation Districts that will be established for remaining debt and medical benefits are Village - .62 per $1,000 and Town - .05 per $1,000.  The Refuse District is projected right now at $76.00 per residential property; that rate should drop a little.  Bridgeport Sewer District dropped $30.89, and West Seneca Falls Water & Sewer District is .17 per $1,000.  Mr. Same stated the only remaining item is the Bridgeport Area Water which has dropped to $309.08
A motion was made to hold a Public Hearing relative to the proposed 2012 Budget at 7:00 P.M. on November 1, 2011 by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Budget Transfers:  A motion was made to approve the Budget Transfers for September 2011 by Duane Moore and seconded by Sue Sauvageau.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Employee Handbook:  Mr. Same stated there are some changes that have to be made in the Employee Handbook.  They need to be finalized and printed and given to the Employees so that they will know what to expect in 2012.  He said the first set of changes are updates recommended by Public Sector HR to comply with State and Federal Laws.  


A motion was made to approve the changes to Sections 500-2, 500-6, 500-7, 600-3, 600-5, 600-6, 800-10, 

800-14, 900-3 and 900-7 by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

A motion was made to approve the changes to Section 1000-2 and 1200-1 which are also compliance issues by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Mr. Same said suggested additions to the handbook relative to personal cell phone usage and use of communication systems and equipment.  Brief discussion followed.
A motion was made to approve Section 500-8 relative to Personal Cell Phone Usage by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

A motion was made to approve Section 500-9 relative to Use of Communication Systems and Equipment by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by Peter Same.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.
Planning & Zoning Boards – Attendance at Regional Government Workshop:  A motion was made authorizing Planning Board Members and Zoning Board of Appeals Members to attend the Regional Local Government Workshop on November 17, 2011 at a cost of $50.00 registration fee and mileage for each person attending by Duane Moore and seconded by Sue Sauvageau.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Purchase Computer – Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer:  Mr. Turkett stated he has been using his own computer and a borrowed computer from a Councilman.  He is requesting authorization to purchase a computer and software at a total cost of $1,199.00.  Mr. Same noted there is money in the Budget. 
A motion was made authorizing Mr. Turkett to purchase a computer and software at a cost of $1,199.00 by Duane Moore and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.
Set Public Hearing – Extension of Refuse Collection District:  Mr. Morrell stated the Town currently provides refuse collection for the residential properties in the Town outside the Village; the Village currently provides refuse collection services within the Village.  The Town does the service by having a district to encompass the entire Town; what is proposed is to extend the Town District to include the Village.  Mr. Morrell explained the procedure to extend the District.  

A motion was made by T.J. Casamassima and seconded by Sue Sauvageau to adopt the following Order:

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Seneca Falls proposes to expand the existing Bridgeport Refuse Collection District to encompass the entire Town of Seneca Falls, pursuant to New York State Village Law Section 19-1914; and

WHEREAS, there is an official map depicting the Town of Seneca Falls on file in the Office of the Town Clerk of the Town of Seneca Falls at 81 W. Bayard Street, Seneca Falls, New York; and
WHEREAS, the boundaries of the proposed refuse collection district are the entire Town of Seneca Falls, including the current Village of Seneca Falls which will dissolve by operation of law on December 31, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the improvements proposed consist of contracting for refuse collection services for the residents of the proposed district; and

WHEREAS, the maximum amount to be expended annually for such service is $240,000; and

WHEREAS, the proposed method to be employed for financing such improvement is as follows: a user fee per residential unit as determined by the Town Board.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Seneca Falls shall meet at the Town Offices, 81 W. Bayard Street, Seneca Falls, New York 13148 on the 1st day of November, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. for the purpose of conducting a Public Hearing on the proposal to extend said refuse collection district with the improvements specified above, at which time and place all persons interested in the subject thereof may be heard concerning the same; and it is further

ORDERED, that the Town Clerk of the Town of Seneca Falls is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this Order in the Town’s Official newspaper and post a copy of the same on the signboard at the Town Offices, in the time and manner required by Law.  

No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Payment of Bills:

A motion was made by T.J. Casamassima and seconded by Duane Moore to approve and order paid the following bills:

General Fund - $138,690.34 (Abstract #10; vouchers numbered 426-467)

Miscellaneous Fund - $68,013.55 (Abstract #10)

Highway Fund - $11,675.54 (Abstract #10; vouchers numbered 102-116)

Recreation Fund - $26,512.31 (Abstract #10; vouchers numbered 294-331)

Vince’s Park Fund - $2,434.94 (Abstract #10; vouchers numbered 112-125)

No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

At 9:10 P.M., a motion was made to go into Executive Session relative to a personnel issue concerning a particular Individual by Duane Moore and seconded by Sue Sauvageau.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 

0 nayes.

A motion was made to reopen the regular monthly Meeting at 10:00 P.M. by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.
Mr. Same stated Beverly Warfel’s position was re-evaluated since her job duties have changed.  The recommendation is to promote Mrs. Warfel to Principal Account Clerk which would put her in labor grade 9 in the salary matrix.  
A motion was made to promote Beverly Warfel to the new position of Principal Account Clerk by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Mr. Morrell noted this will require another resolution to set her rate of pay.  Mr. Same stated this is a provisional appointment as Mrs. Warfel will have to take the Civil Service test for that position.
A motion was made to hire Alice Capacci as the second Data Entry Clerk, who will also be working on some of the transition data work, by Sue Sauvageau and seconded by Duane Moore.  No questions.  Motion carried 

3 ayes, 1 nay; Councilman Casamassima with the dissenting vote.

Being there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the Meeting by Duane Moore and seconded by T.J. Casamassima.  No questions.  Motion carried 4 ayes, 0 nayes.

Meeting adjourned at 10:14 P.M.








Respectfully submitted,








NCIALETTA J. GREER








Town Clerk
