
Regular Meeting

Monday, November 8, 2004


7:00 PM – Village Hall


Regular Meeting

Monday, November 8, 2004


7:00 PM – Village Hall


	A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls, New York held on the above date beginning at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Mayor Smith, Trustees Dressing, Campese, Petroccia, and Wenderlich, Attorney Seld.
ABSENT:
None.
	

	
	

	Mayor Smith opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed Art Evans, past commander of the American Legion to lead the Pledge of Allegiance, in honor of Veterans’ Day. 
	OPEN MEETING/ART EVANS – PLEDGE


	The Board was presented with copies of the minutes from the following meetings:  Regular Meeting October 12, 2004; ZBA Meeting October 21, 2004; Water/Sewer Commission meeting October 25, 2004. 
   
	MINUTES

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the minutes as submitted.

	MINUTE APPROVAL

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Mayor Smith, seconded by Trustee Campese, to appoint Mark Allen to the position of Water/Sewer Plant Operator, based on the recommendation of the Water and Sewer Superintendent.
	APPOINTMENT
PLANT OPERATOR

Allen



	AYES:  4                              NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	As a vacancy exists in the Water/Sewer Maintenance Department, on motion by Trustee Wenderlich, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to authorize the Village Clerk to post the vacant position in accordance with the current Union contract. 
	POST VACANCY

	
	

	AYES:  4                               NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED



	WHEREAS, public schools are the backbone of our democracy, providing young people with the tools they need to maintain our nation’s precious values of freedom, civility and equality; and

WHEREAS, by equipping young Americans with both practical skills and broader intellectual abilities, schools give them hope for, and access to, a productive future; and

WHEREAS, education employees—be they custodians or teachers, bus drivers or librarians—work tirelessly to serve our children and communities with care and professionalism; and

WHEREAS, schools are community linchpins, bringing together adults and children, educators and volunteers, business leaders, and elected officials in a common enterprise; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED that I, Diana Smith, Mayor of the Village of Seneca Falls, do hereby proclaim November 14-20 as the 83rd annual observance of American Education Week. 

On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich, to endorse the proclamation for observance of American Education Week.
	PROCLAMATION

American Education Week

	
	

	AYES:  4                            NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED


	The following proclamation was read:

Whereas, the Village of Seneca Falls embodies many similarities to the fictional “Bedford Falls” of the classic film It’s a Wonderful Life, especially the 1915 steel-truss Bridge Street Bridge, numerous place and character names, and its location within the State of New York; and

Whereas, Director Frank Capra had family ties to this area and is believed to have visited Seneca Falls after World War II; and

Whereas, the community of Seneca Falls embodies the spirit of Bedford Falls on a daily basis, but especially during the holiday season; now, therefore, be it

Resolved that I, Diana Smith, Mayor of the Village of Senecca Falls do proclaim Seneca Falls to be the “Unofficial Bedford Falls” for the month of December, 2004.
	PROCLAMATION 2004 HOLIDAY SEASON

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Dressing to endorse the above proclamation for the 2004 holiday season. 


	

	AYES:  4                               NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A communication from the Laude Family was read and the Mayor suggested, as we currently have an address for Bruce Laude, that the Village gather any greetings or other items to send to Mr. Laude, one week from today.  


	COMMUNICATION

Laude

	A communication was read from Family Tree Magazine, announcing that the Village of Seneca Falls had been included on the list of “America’s Hottest Historic Destinations” and it was further noted that Seneca Falls had the honor of being the only community included from New York State.  Mayor Smith asked that a letter of thanks be directed to the magazine editor. 
	COMMUNICATION

Family Tree Magazine

	
	

	Reports were received and distributed from the Planning Dept, Fire Dept, Police Dept, Street Dept, and Zoning/Code Enforcement.   Trustee Wenderlich wanted to note that she was very impressed with the Code report and thought it was a very useful tool. 

	REPORTS


	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and 


WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #3925 through #4082 in the amount of $773,929.67; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above-referenced claims: 


NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above-referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows: 

General Fund: 



$180,474.81 

Water Fund: 



$ 32,636.80
Sewer Fund: 



$353,646.81
WWTP Project



$  75,990.60
Trust & Agency:


$    6,121.08
Low-Lift Project (Water Plant)

$125,059.57
On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to accept the bills as audited and order paid.

ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye

Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	AUDIT OF CLAIMS

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request from the “It’s a Wonderful Life” Committee was received request approval for the celebration to be held on December 3-5, 2004, to include a parade route and closure of State and Fall Streets, in accordance with Parade Route. 
Bonnie Vaughn, chair of the committee read a statement regarding It’s a Wonderful Life and urged the community to “Take a Stroll in the Past”.

	SPECIAL EVENT
It’s a Wonderful Life

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the Special Event application as submitted.

	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	An amendment to Section 204-14 of the Village Code, regarding sidewalk replacement, was presented.  

 
	PREFILED #1
Sidewalk Ordinance

	On motion by Trustee Wenderlich, seconded by Trustee Campese to support the proposed amendment pending subsequent public hearing and approval by the Board.

	CONDITIONAL APPROVAL

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	 

	Information was presented by Deputy Clerk Dygert requesting approval for a refund to Ms. Sharon Linder of 27 Green Street, due to an omission of an exemption on her 200the 2002-2003 and 2003-2004 taxes.

On motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to approve the refund requested by Sharon Linder of 27 Green Street, on recommendation by the Seneca County Real Property Tax Office, in accordance with Section 556 of the Real Property Tax Law, in the amount of $128.20.       
	PREFILED #2

TAX REFUND

	
	

	ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye 
Trustee Campese             Aye

Trustee Petroccia            Aye

Trustee Wenderlich        Aye  

	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to designate the Seneca Falls Fire House at 43 W. Bayard Street as the polling place for the village election for 4th Ward Trustee on March 15, 2005. 

AYES:  4                                  NOES:   
	2005 ELECTION POLLING PLACE

MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The following motion was presented by Trustee Wenderlich, seconded by Trustee Campese: 

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls would like to address and alleviate the problem of a lack of a turnaround on Mechanic Street; and

WHEREAS, to alleviate this problem initially a survey and engineering design is required to be made; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees authorizes the expenditure of funds to complete the survey and design of this project with an estimated cost for the survey and engineering not to exceed $6800.00. 
	PREFILED #4

Mechanic St Turnaround

	ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Recuse - Abstain
Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	

	AYES:   3                        NOES:  1 (Trustee Petroccia abstain)
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A motion presented by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese was presented as follows:

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls has excess equipment to dispose of, a list of which to be attached to the minutes; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees declares this excess equipment to be surplus and authorizes the Village Administrator to dispose by auction or, if not cost effective, by other means as appropriate. 
	PREFILED #5

Surplus Equipment

	
	

	AYES:   4                         NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A motion introduced by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to authorize Mayor Smith to enter into the proposed indemnification agreement with Bonadent, Inc. and Mr. Bruce Bonafiglia in relation to the downtown Seneca Falls Christmas Lights, as presented to the Board of Trustees and approved by the Village Attorney.

Mayor Smith wanted to thank the Bonafiglia family for their continued generosity and commitment to making Seneca Falls beautiful. 

ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye

Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	PREFILED #6
Indemnity Agreement – Christmas Lights Bonadent, Inc.     

	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	On motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich, the following resolution was presented:

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls adopted, by resolution on May 12, 1997, the Records Retention Schedule (MU-1) as set forth and recommended by The State Education Department, New York State Archives Government Records Services for the retention and disposition of all village records; and
WHEREAS, the Records Destruction Authorization lists presented to the Board of Trustees for approval reflect dates beyond the appropriate minimum retention schedules as adopted; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorize the Village Clerk to oversee the destruction of these records in a method deemed acceptable by the New York State Archives. 

	PREFILED #7

Records Management


	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	On motion by Trustee Wenderlich, seconded by Trustee Petroccia, the following resolution was presented:

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees wishes to enter into an agreement with The Petro Stopping Center to support their sewage requirements; and
WHEREAS, The Petro Stopping Center has agreed to reimburse the Village for these services; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Mayor to sign the said agreement for this support.
	PREFILED #8

Petro Agreement 

	
	

	ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye

Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	

	AYES:              4                       NOES:            0
	MOTION CARRIED



	
	

	The harassment policy adopted by the Board in June, 2004 was brought back with revisions, as recommended by the Village Attorney and will be included in the minutes of the meeting. 
On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich, the amended Harassment Policy, as provided to the Board of Trustees was adopted and included in the minutes. 

                        AYES:              4                         NOES:             0
	PREFILED #9
Amended Harassment Policy 
MOTION CARRIED



	The following resolution was offered by Trustee Dressing and seconded by Trustee Wenderlich and read, as follows: 

WHEREAS, the F.J. Ludovico Sculpture Trail is applying to the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation for a grant under the Recreational Trails Program for a trail project along the Cayuga-Seneca Canal, a site located within the territorial jurisdiction of this board; and

WHEREAS, as a requirement under the rules of these programs, said not-for-profit corporation must obtain the “approval/endorsement of the governing body of the municipality in which the project will be located”; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees hereby does approve and endorse the application of the F.J. Ludovico Sculpture Trail for a grant under the Recreational Trails Program known as the Frank J. Ludovico Sculpture Park Enhancement Project and located within this community. 

                        AYES:            4                               NOES:  0  
	PREFILED #10
Ludovico Trail Grant

MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The question was posed as to whether a co-signature by the Village on the grant application submitted by the Friends of Frank J. Ludovico Trail committed the Village to any assistance.  The Board was instructed that this would only serve to give more leverage to the applicant if it was signed by the Village.  Attorney Seld stated that he is hesitant to recommend the Mayor sign this document due to some of the verbage.  
Mayor Smith recommends a separate letter of support be drafted and included and that the Village not sign the existing letter and this would serve to alleviate any concerns. 
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to authorize the Village Attorney, in conjunction with Fran Caraccilo, to draft a letter of support to be sent along with Ludovico grant application.    
	LUDOVICO LETTER OF SUPPORT

	
	

	                      AYES:                4                       NOES:            0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the water in sewer credits, duly recommended for approval by the Water and Sewer Commission in amounts as follows:
Account #                  Water                  Sewer                          Total

B0124                          $84.22                 $84.31                        $168.53

C0238                          $43.57                 $51.02                        $  94.59

M2998                       $104.39               $108.03                        $212.42

ROLL CALL:

Trustee Dressing:   Aye

Trustee Campese:  Aye

Trustee Petroccia:  Aye

Trustee Wenderlich:  Aye
	PREFILED #11
WATER/SEWER CREDITS

	
	

	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	Chief Capozzi presented information with regard to the curfew issue and the Kids Court.  He advised the board that the people involved with Kids Court in Ontario County could only come and give demonstration sessions if we were in the progress of instituting this program but will come as soon as a Youth Court is established in Seneca County. 
	CURFEW INFO UPDATE

	
	

	Rumseyville/Walnut Street Project update – are in the process of trying to reprogram grant and will have more information to present to the Board at that time. 
	RUMSEYVILLE UPDATE

	
	

	A change order (#3) was presented for the Low-Lift Project, increasing the general contractor budget $1695.07 and decreasing the electrical contract budget by $15,010.41.  This would bring the total project budget amount to $3,125,184.66 which is still approximately $99 thousand under budget.  
	CHANGE ORDER #3

LOW-LIFT PROJ

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to approve change order #3 as presented. 

ROLL CALL:

Trustee Dressing:  Aye

Trustee Campese:  Aye

Trustee Petroccia:  Aye

Trustee Wenderlich:  Aye
	

	
	

	                         AYES:               4                                   NOES:  0                     
	MOTION CARRIED

	The Board took a five minute recess at 8:35 p.m.  
	

	
	

	Fire Chief Gladis gave an update on the fire radios to be purchased with a Department of Homeland Security FEMA grant #EMW-2004-FG-17084.  Approved project costs are $8,544.00 with $7690.00 Federal share and $854.00 Village matching funds. 
	FEMA GRANT UPDATE

	
	

	The Mayor discussed the Adult Use Moratorium enacted in 2002.  As this has expired and the Village still needs to re-review the Adult Use local law on file and make sure that it adequately represents what the Village wishes for an ordinance of this type.  

On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to extend the Adult Use moratorium until after completion of the Comprehensive Plan.
	ADULT USE MORATORIUM

	
	

	                         AYES:               4                        NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Chuck Bastian was present and gave a presentation on a projected long-range financial picture for the Village General, Water and Sewer Funds.   
	FINANCIAL PLAN PRESENTATION

	
	

	Public Comment was offered however there was no one in the audience wishing to speak.  
	

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to enter into executive session at 9:30 p.m. for pending litigation and employee performance. 
	EXECUTIVE SESSION

	
	

	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Dressing to come out of executive session at 10:25 p.m. 
	RE-ENTER MEETING

	
	

	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	On motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Campese to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 p.m. 
	ADJOURN

	
	

	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	
	









Respectfully Submitted,









Martha Dygert








Deputy Clerk
