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Special Meeting


Public Hearing - Budget

 
Thursday, April 8, 2004


7:00 PM – Village Hall

	A special meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls, New York held on the above date beginning at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Mayor Smith, Trustees Dressing, Campese, Petroccia, Wenderlich.
ABSENT:
None.
	

	
	

	Administrator Driscoll gave a presentation to the Board and the public regarding the tentative budget, as submitted, noting the major increases, major decreases and explanation of encumbrances. 
	BUDGET PRESENTATION

	
	

	Department Heads were asked to present to the Board and the public explanations of the requests in their respective budget and any changes they felt were necessary.  
 
	DEPARTMENT HEADS

	Police Chief Fred Capozzi discussed items which were requested and not included such as $9000 allocation for matching funds for grants the Police Department received.  $6000 was to be allotted for Computer Equipment Grant and $3000 matching funds for a grant for an SUV for the Police Department.  
Chief Capozzi also discussed a wage increase he had requested in previous years to adjust his pay to compensate for the increased hours he is required to work, in relation to his employees.

	POLICE CHIEF

	Street Commissioner Bill Gladis discussed numerous line items in his accounts which were either cut or cut with an intent to encumber additional funds.  He also advised the Board of the accounts which he felt were acceptable as presented.   Mr. Gladis also requested a pay increase in the amount of $4034, to cause his salary to equal that of the Water & Sewer Department Foreman. 
	STREET COMMISSIONER

	
	

	Village Planner Francis Caraccilo pointed out that there should have been an inclusion of $5000 in the for a Global Information System which could be utilized by every department.  Mr. Caraccilo also requested $25,000 be added to the Visitor Center Capital Reserve, which was originally opened with $50,000 in the current fiscal year.  Mr. Caraccilo reminded the Board that this money was to be used as a match for the grant received from the State of New York. 
	VILLAGE PLANNER


	
	

	Mayor Smith allowed a break at 8:50 to reconvene by 9:00 pm  
	

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to open the public hearing on the budget.  

	OPEN PUBLIC HEARING

	AYES:  4                   NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Jim Stevers, 21 Seneca Street:  Discussed trash collection within the Village.  He feels that the Village is not saving any money by have the garbage collection outsourced.  Mr. Stevers also discussed the position of Park Superintendent and the wage and benefits affiliated with this position.  
	JIM STEVERS


	
	

	Ann Cramer, 101 Cayuga Street:  Discussed Parks Superintendent.  Ms. Cramer feels we are paying for a level of skill for that position, which she feels is needed because Seneca Falls is a “tourist town”.  

	ANN CRAMER

	Donald Cramer, 101 Cayuga Street:  Discussed the Mynderse Library.  Mr. Cramer feels the Board should consider increasing the amount proposed to be donated.  Mr. Cramer also stated he would not like to see the tax rate lower than what it currently is, as he feels this would not be beneficial.

	DONALD CRAMER

	Robert Freeland, 66 Mynderse Street:  Discussed the current health insurance rates and benefits provided to Village employees.  He feels that the employees should be paying a portion of their insurance. 

	ROBERT FREELAND

	
	

	John Quattrociocchi, 19 Edgewood Road:  Stated his concern about tax rate issues and feels that the Board should consider keeping tax rates lower.  He feels residents are being hit too hard. 
	JOHN QUATTROCIOCCHI

	
	

	Mayor Smith requested the Board consider adjourning the Public Hearing and reopening on Tuesday, April 13, 2004 at 7:00 p.m., and possibly continued to April 19, 2004, if needed.  Mayor Smith noted that the Public Hearing must be closed by the 20th of April, therefore the 19th will be the last date available for the hearing.
	ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING


	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Dressing to adjourn the public hearing until April 13, 2004 and April 19, 2004. 


	

	AYES:  4                   NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	









Respectfully Submitted,









Martha Dygert








Deputy Clerk

