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Regular Meeting

Monday, September 13, 2004


7:00 PM – Village Hall


	A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls, New York held on the above date beginning at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Mayor Smith, Trustees Dressing, Campese, Petroccia, and Wenderlich, Attorney Seld.
ABSENT:
None.
	

	
	

	Mayor Smith opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
	OPEN MEETING


	The Board was presented with copies of the minutes from the following meetings:  Regular Meeting August 9, 2004; Heritage Preservation Commission July 27, 2004 and Heritage Area Commission Meeting of August 11, 2004.  
   
	MINUTES

	On motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the minutes as submitted.

	MINUTE APPROVAL

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Administrator Sowards read a letter from Theresa Farnsworth regarding a request by the family to purchase a bench to be placed in one of the Village parks, in memory of her father.
Mayor Smith extended her condolences to the family and stated this issue would be forwarded to the Public Works Committee for their recommendation. 

	COMMUNICATION
T. Farnsworth



	Reports were received and distributed from the Police Dept, Street Dept, Fire Dept, Code Enforcement and Planning Dept. 

	REPORTS


	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and 


WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #3621 through #3774 in the amount of $560,497.15; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above-referenced claims: 


NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above-referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows: 

General Fund: 



$151,449.46 

Water Fund: 



$133,009.53

Sewer Fund: 



$  86,998.73

WWTP Project



$  15,069.90

Trust & Agency:


$    6,254.68

Low-Lift Project (Water Plant)

$167,714.85

On motion by Trustee Wenderlich, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to accept the bills as audited and order paid.

ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye

Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	AUDIT OF CLAIMS

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On recommendation by Mayor Smith, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Dressing to appoint David Boruchowitz of 14 Auburn Road, Seneca Falls, to the position of full-time police officer for the Seneca Falls Police Department.   

ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye

Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	APPOINTMENT

Boruchowitz – Police Officer

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to approve the application by the Town of Seneca Falls for the Halloween Parade on Saturday, October 30th from 2 pm until 3:30 p.m.  
	SPECIAL EVENT

Halloween Parade

	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Dressing to approve the application by the Class of 2006 for permission to hold a carwash at the Seneca Falls Firehouse on Saturday, September 25, 2004 from 10 a.m. until 2 pm.


	SPECIAL EVENT

Carwash – Class of 2006

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Wenderlich, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the application by the Seneca Falls Historical Society for the Fall Foliage Train Ride to be held October 3, 2004 from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
	SPECIAL EVENT

Fall Foliage Train Ride – SF Historical Society

	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls has received a $31,721 grant from the Environmental Protection Fund; and
WHEREAS, two authorized signatures are recommended to request funds; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich that the Board of Trustees accept the grant and authorize Constance Sowards, Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer and Martha Dygert, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer be authorized signatories. 
	PREFILED #1
SF Heritage Area Improvement Grant

	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls has requested a permanent easement from the State of New York Office of General Services for the Seneca Falls Wastewater Treatment Plant, LUW 810, and been granted the same at a cost of $1000.00; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia that the Board of Trustees accept the easement and authorize payment of $1000.00 to the State of New York. 
ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye                            Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye                            Trustee Wenderlich
Aye
	PREFILED #2
WWTP Easement

	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the New York State Public Service Commission instituted formal proceedings to consider the past billings and other issues, claims or disputes in connection with the rendition of street lighting service by New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (“NYSEG”); and

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls has intervened in such proceedings; and

WHEREAS, Village of Seneca Falls engaged Computel Consultants (“Computel”) as its authorized representative in regard to all issues, claims or disputes pertaining to street lighting services rendered by NYSEG to the Village of Seneca Falls, including, but not limited to, its past NYSEG street lighting bills; and

WHEREAS, negotiations between NYSEG and Computel have resulted in a settlement and release agreement between NYSEG and the Village of Seneca Falls; and 

WHEREAS, Computel has recommended that the acceptance of such settlement and release agreement. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Dressing, that Mayor Smith is authorized and directed to execute a settlement and release agreement with and to deliver the same to NYSEG, and that the  settlement and release agreement is an accord and satisfaction for all issues, claims or disputes pertaining to street lighting services rendered by NYSEG to the Village of Seneca Falls from the beginning of such services through and including July 31, 2000. 
	PREFILED #3
Computel

	The Trustees questioned whether Attorney Seld felt this was the right way to proceed with this.  He stated that apparently this was believed to be a fair and reasonable offer by NYSEG and, unless the Village wanted to proceed outside of the class action suit, it could, however this could prove to be costly.
ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye

Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	

	AYES:   4                         NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Attorney Seld stated this was a much better agreement than the agreement currently in force between the Village of Seneca Falls and Scepter, Inc.  

WHEREAS, the Seneca County Industrial Development Agency currently has a lease arrangement with Scepter New York, Inc. for its manufacturing facility on Lamb Road in Seneca Falls and under this agreement, the IDA has provided Scepter with a real property tax abatement through a PILOT agreement dated December 1, 1998; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is being requested to accept a change that amends this PILOT agreement.  This amended agreement allows Scepter to receive certain credits by paying full county, Village and school taxes and that his amended PILOT agreement shall in no way reduce the amounts the jurisdictions are currently receiving; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia that the Village of Seneca Falls accept the amended PILOT agreement between the Seneca County IDA and Scepter New York, Inc. 


	PREFILED #4
Scepter PILOT



	ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye

Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	

	AYES:   4                         NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Dressing that the Village of Seneca Falls declare themselves Lead Agency for the purpose of SEQR with regard to the Seneca Falls Wastewater Treatment Plant SPDES Permit modification.
ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye

Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	PREFILED #6

Lead Agency WWTP SPDES

	AYES:   4                                      NOES:                    0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls as lead agency for the Wastewater Treatment Plant SPDES Permit modification has determined that the proposed action would not have a significant environmental impact; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich that the Village of Seneca Falls issue a negative declaration for the environmental review of the Seneca Falls Wastewater Treatment Plant SPDES Permit Modification. 

ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye

Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	PREFILED #5
Negative Declaration WWTP SPDES 

	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	A supplemental bond resolution was presented by the Board of Trustees for approval with regard to the 1.5 million Sewer Rehab Project and attached to the minutes of this meeting. 
Trustee Petroccia presented the attached resolution and duly moved that it be adopted and was seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the supplemental bond resolution whereby increasing the total project amount from the original $1,500,000 by $200,000 for an aggregate maximum cost of $1,700,000 and the plan for financing by issuance of bonds or bond anticipation notes.
ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye

Trustee Campese
Aye

Trustee Petroccia
Aye

Trustee Wenderlich
Aye


	PREFILED #7
Supplemental Bond Resolution – Sewer Rehab



	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	As per the request made at the August 9, 2004 regular meeting, Bill Gladis and Tom Solan updated the current Sidewalk Reimbursement Program form and submitted the new application to the Board of Trustees for their review.  Discussion regarding the possibility of instituting the new program for the next budget year and a request that the Village Attorney draft a local law pertaining to this new program for implementation into the Village Code. 
	SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT PROGRAM

	
	

	Jeff Warrick, Water & Sewer Superintendent gave the Board a presentation on the status of the current projects, Wastewater Treatment Plant and Low-Lift project at the Water Plant.  Ryan Colvin of MRB Group was also present to answer any questions.  
	CAPITAL PROJECT UPDATE

	
	

	Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer Sowards advised the Board that the October meeting, as it fell on a holiday would be changed to Tuesday, October 12th at 7:00 p.m. and would be published accordingly. 

	REGULAR MEETING OCTOBER

	Mayor Smith advised the public that there would be a joint meeting with the Town of Seneca Falls on Wednesday September 15th at 5:00 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the Comprehensive Plan.  She wanted to take an opportunity to thank all the members of the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee for their dedication and hard work.


	JOINT MEETING 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

	Administrator Sowards updated the Board, as per their request, on the FOIL activity for the month of August and that three new FOIL requests had been received.   Trustee Dressing asked if the Village was following the recommendations of Mr. Freeman from the Committee on Local Government. 

Trustee Campese requested that the Village consider looking into extending the allowable residences for members of the Seneca Falls Police Department to beyond the Village limits.  He feels there is too much difficulty in trying to fill these positions if the residency requirements remain intact. 
	FOIL ACTIVITY

POLICE DEPARTMENT RESIDENCY

	Ann Cramer of 101 Cayuga Street voiced her concern about the possibility of changing the residency requirements for the Police Department and feels that all Village jobs should be given to Village residents.  
	PUBLIC COMMENT

Cramer

	
	

	Roberta Halden of Auburn Road commended the Village for the tree planting that she has witnessed throughout the Village.
	Halden


	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese to enter into executive session at 8:50 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the performance of a particular employee.  
	EXECUTIVE SESSION

	
	

	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to come out of Executive Session at 10:05 p.m. 
	CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION

	
	

	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to adjourn the meeting at 10:05 p.m. 
	ADJOURN

	
	

	AYES:              4                       NOES:               0
	MOTION CARRIED



	
	

	
	









Respectfully Submitted,









Martha Dygert








Deputy Clerk
