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Regular Meeting

Monday, March 7, 2005

7:00 PM – Village Hall


	A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls, New York held on the above date beginning at 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Mayor Smith, Trustees Dressing, Campese, Petroccia and Wenderlich, Attorney Seld.
ABSENT:
None.
	

	
	

	Mayor Smith opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

	OPEN MEETING 


	The Board was presented with copies of the minutes from the following meetings:  Regular Meeting 2/7/05; HAC Meeting 2/28/05.
   
	MINUTES

	On motion by Trustee Dressing seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to approve the minutes as submitted.

	MINUTE APPROVAL

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	As Mr. Clark was not available after the prior Board Meeting to sign the oath of office it was on motion by Trustee Wenderlich, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to appoint Mr. David Clark of 16 Carol Ave to the Water and Sewer Commission, term to expire March 31, 2010.
	APPOINTMENTS

Water/Sewer Commission - Clark



	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the provisional appointment of Anne Havelin of 20 Toledo St. to the position of Water/Sewer Program Specialist at a rate of $10.00 per hour, in the department of Clerk-Treasurer, pending successful completion of Senior Account Clerk exam in November, 2005. 
	Water/Sewer Program Specialist - Havelin

	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request by the CanalFest Committee for permission to hold the annual CanalFest Celebration was back before the Board for review, having gone to committee for discussion after prior Board meeting.  

Harry Liddell, chairman of the committee was present to answer questions by the Board.  Trustee Petroccia discussed waiving the open container law and asked for the Village Attorney’s opinion on this matter.  Attorney Seld stated that the Board, by law, could not “waive” this law or any law.  The proper procedure would be to amend the law, following the procedures outlined by the State of New York.   Trustee Dressing asked if it would be possible to amend the law to read that the Board would have the authority to waive this law from time to time.  Attorney Seld stated that it is not proper to ignore Village ordinances and would not feel comfortable with this.  

Mr. Liddell informed the Board that a local beer distributor is a prominent sponsor of this event and would not endorse funding if serving alcohol was not allowed at the event.    

Trustee Wenderlich asked Chief Capozzi if there had been problems in prior years with incidents at CanalFest.  Chief Capozzi responded that there had been no major incidents related to the CanalFest event.  Trustee Dressing asked Mr. Liddell how many people usually attend this event and Mr. Liddell informed the Board that he estimated between 5-10 thousand people over the three day event.  
After much discussion, Mayor Smith stated that there is a cost involved in assuming a risk and to forego a risk.  Trustee Campese, upon review of the application, felt that the electrical service that the committee was requesting at a cost to the Village of 12 thousand dollars is too costly.  Trustee Petroccia advocated providing the services that have been in the past and would like to see the open container law amended to allow Saturday evening from 7 pm until midnight.  Mr. Liddell seemed to believe that sponsorship would not be retained if it was limited to only one day.  

On motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the application by the CanalFest Committee as submitted.   
	SPECIAL EVENT

CanalFest

MOTION TO APPROVE

	
	

	AYES:  0                             NOES:  4
	MOTION FAILS



	Trustee Dressing  moved to approve the application as submitted with the understanding the Board would research alternatives and pursue the correct process in the future. 

Motion fails for lack of second.  
	MOTION TO APPROVE

MOTION FAILS

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to approve the application for the CanalFest celebration with no waiver of the open container and no commitment by the Village to install the electrical service, as requested, but otherwise as submitted. 

ROLL CALL:

Trustee Dressing:  No

Trustee Campese:  Aye

Trustee Petroccia:  No

Trustee Wenderlich:  No


	MOTION TO APPROVE

	AYES:  1                             NOES:  3
	MOTION FAILS

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to approve the application by the CanalFest Committee, with the Village to supply the support as in the past by the Street and Police Departments as requested, however without supplying the requested electrical service and to only allow open container behind the storefronts on Friday and Saturday from 6:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.. 

DISCUSSION:  After a brief discussion, Trustee Petroccia agreed to amend his motion to allow for the open container from 5:00 p.m. until 11:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL (allowing motion to be amended):

Trustee Dressing:   Aye

Trustee Campese:  No

Trustee Petroccia:  Aye

Trustee Wenderlich:  Aye
	MOTION TO APPROVE 

VOTE TO AMEND MOTION

	
	

	AYES:  3                            NOES:  1
	MOTION AMENDED

	
	

	ROLL CALL (vote on amended motion)

Trustee Dressing:  Aye

Trustee Campese:  No

Trustee Petroccia:  Aye

Trustee Wenderlich:  Aye


	

	AYES:  3                             NOES:  1
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Dressing seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to approve the application submitted by Toni Fleszar on behalf o the Frank Knight Elementary for use of People’s Park on Friday May 13, 2005 to hold the Reading Week Concert. 
	SPECIAL EVENT

Frank Knight Reading Week

	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED


	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Dressing to approve the application by the SF Little League for an opening day parade on April 30, 2005, contingent upon the approval of the route by the Police Chief. 
	SPECIAL EVENT 

SF Little League Parade

	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to approve the application submitted by the SF Community Band for the use of People’s Park for the weekly summer concerts through July and August. 


	SPECIAL EVENT

SF Community Band

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A communication was received from the SF Library requesting the Village consider donating $15,000 from the next fiscal year’s budget. 

Attorney Seld stated that it is not proper for a Village Board to make donation without a specific direct benefit to the taxpayers.  

On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Dressing to regretfully deny the request of the Seneca Falls Library for a donation, with an explanation to be drafted by the Village Attorney and sent to the Library. 
	COMMUNICATION

SF Library

MOTION TO DENY



	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The Board received a communication from the Friends of the Frank J. Ludovico Sculpture Trail requesting assistance via a donation from the Village for help with the trail maintenance costs.  

On motion by Trustee Wenderlich, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to respectfully deny the request of the F.J. Ludovico Sculpture Trail for a donation by the Village, with a letter of explanation to be drafted by the Village Attorney.
	COMMUNICATION

Ludovico Request 

MOTION TO DENY

	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A communication was received from the Convention Days Committee with a request that the Village tentatively approve the dates for the 2005 Convention Days Celebration. 
	COMMUNICATION

Convention Days

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Petroccia to provisionally approve the dates of July 15, 16 and 17, 2005 for the Convention Days Celebration contingent upon final approval by the department heads and all stakeholders. 
	MOTION FOR PROVISIONAL APPROVAL

	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and 


WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #4443 through #4561 in the amount of $291,835.62; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above-referenced claims: 


NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved on motion by Trustee Wenderlich, seconded by Trustee Campese, that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above-referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows: 


General Fund: 



$108,961.86  
Water Fund: 



$ 69,020.93 
Sewer Fund: 



$ 60,652.11 
Low-Lift Project


$ 47,038.13  
Trust & Agency:


$  6,162.59 
ROLL CALL
Trustee Dressing:  Aye

Trustee Campese:  Aye

Trustee Petroccia: Aye

Trustee Wenderlich:  Aye


	AUDIT OF CLAIMS

	AYES:  4                            NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Whereas funds may be available to the Village of Seneca Falls through the New York State Department of State, Quality Communities Program; and

Whereas said funds, if approved by the State, could be used for innovative community planning and development of tools and strategies linking environmental protection, economic and community development; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, on motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Petroccia, that upon the approval of the request of the Village of Seneca Falls, the Mayor of the Village of Seneca Falls is hereby authorized to execute a contract with New York State Department of State for such fiscal assistance. 
	PRE-FILED #1

Quality Communities Program 

	
	

	AYES:  4                            NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Administrator Sowards introduced Local Law #1 of 2005, a law to amend the Vehicle & Traffic section to allow for handicapped parking in the third ward business district. 
	LOCAL LAW #1 2005

INTRODUCTION

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to schedule the public hearing on this local law for April 4, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. 
	SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING

	
	

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Banner alternatives have been researched and will be brought back through committees for further discussion and will have quote for next meeting. 

 Code updates were discussed and it was on motion by Trustee Wenderlich seconded by Trustee Campese to proceed with code updates per contract with General Code Publishers with the updates sent periodically to the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee.
	OLD BUSINESS

CODE UPDATE POSTPONEMENT

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Bill Gladis, Street Commissioner, requested permission to replace the Bobcat and the mini excavator with brand new pieces of equipment for $600.

On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the request for replacement equipment for the street department.  
	NEW BUSINESS

STREET DEPT EQUIPMENT



	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Five new FOILs were received.  
	FOIL ACTIVITY

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Wenderlich to enter into executive session at 9:00 p.m. for the purpose of discussing pending litigation.


	EXECUTIVE SESSION

	AYES:  4                             NOES:  0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	 Motion to come out of executive session by Trustee Dressing at 10:30 PM; seconded by Trustee Campese.
 

            AYES:  4                           NOES:  0
Motion to deny Step 3 grievance submitted by Lisa Van Fleet and submit appropriate letter response by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Dressing

 

           AYES:  4                             NOES:  0 

A motion was made by Trustee Campese to deny Step 3 grievance submitted by Gerry Galusha and submit appropriate letter response, seconded by Trustee Wenderlich

 
          AYES:  4                              NOES:  0
A motion by Trustee Wenderlich, to deny Step 3 grievance submitted by Dan Incarnato and submit appropriate letter response, seconded by Trustee Petroccia.
            AYES:  4                            NOES:  0                                                     
 

On motion by Trustee Dressing seconded by Trustee Petroccia to adjourn the meeting at 10:40 p.m. 
 
              AYES:  4                          NOES:  0
	COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO DENY GRIEVANCE

MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO DENY GRIEVANCE

MOTION CARRIED

MOTION TO DENY GRIEVANCE

MOTION CARRIED

ADJOURN

MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	
	









Respectfully Submitted,









Martha Dygert








Deputy Clerk

