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Regular Meeting 

 Monday, September 12, 2005


7:00 PM – Village Hall

	A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls, New York held on the above date beginning at 7:00 P.M. 
PRESENT:
Mayor Smith, Trustees Dressing, Campese, and Masino; Art Seld, Village Attorney.
ABSENT:
Trustee Petroccia
	

	
	

	Mayor Smith opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Smith asked to pause for a moment of silence for the tragedies caused by Hurricane Katrina in the south. 
	OPEN MEETING/MOMENT OF SILENCE

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to approve the minutes from the Regular Meeting of August 8, 2005, the Heritage Area Commission of September 1, 2005, the Heritage Preservation Commission of August 23, 2005, Planning Board Minutes of February 24, 2005, July 27, 2005 and August 3, 2005; Water/Sewer Commission Minutes of August 22, 2005.

	MINUTES

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Reports are on file from the Street Department, Fire Department, Code Enforcement, Zoning, Police Department, and Planning Department.  Chief Capozzi presented his report to the Board as did Fran Caraccilo (Planning) and Larry Driscoll (Heritage Area)

	REPORTS

	On motion by Mayor Smith seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Luther Lotz to the position of Water/Sewer Maintainer at a rate of pay outlined in the current Union Contract.  
	APPOINTMENT
Water/Sewer Maintainer - Lotz



	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Administrator Sowards read a letter from Bernadette Castro of SHPO expressing her thanks to the commitment of Fran Caraccilo to the Heritage Area Program and to further state he would be missed in that capacity.  
	COMMUNICATION
SHPO – Bernadette Castro

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and 


WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #5286 through #5453 in the amount of $1,051,733.14; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above-referenced claims: 


NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above-referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows: 


General Fund: 



$191,256.86  

Water Fund: 



$144,251.71 
Sewer Fund: 



$ 78,970.08 
Trust & Agency:


$  6,262.59

Low-Lift Capital Project

$     697.62

Rumsey/Walnut Project

$453,451.19

Canal Wall Capital Project

$141,393.09 

Sewer Rehab Project


$ 34,450.00
On motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Campese to accept the bills as audited and order paid.

ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing
Aye
Trustee Campese
Aye
Trustee Masino

Aye
	AUDIT OF CLAIMS


	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request was received from the Seneca County Arts Council requesting permission to hold the opening receptions in the Visitor’s Center on October 14, 2005 from 5:30 to 7:00 pm for the Art Show “For Shutterbugs Only”.  There will be no further assistance required from the Village.
On motion by Trustee Dressing seconded by Trustee Masino to approve the application of the Seneca County Arts Council as submitted.


	SPECIAL EVENT

Seneca County Arts Council

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	An application for special event was received for the Christensen Wright Wedding scheduled for Saturday, October 1, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. at the Gazebo in People’s Park. 

On motion by Trustee  Masino seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the Christensen-Wright Wedding event as submitted.
	SPECIAL EVENT
Christensen-Wright Wedding

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	         0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The Clerk received an application for Banner  Permit from the Rape Crisis Abuse Center to hang banner reading “October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month” across Fall Street for the month of October.  
On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Dressing to approve the Banner Permit application as submitted.
	BANNER PERMIT
Rape Crisis



	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED


	Mayor Smith opened the Public Hearing on Local Law #7 of 2005 and, as no one was present to speak, it was on motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Masino to close the public hearing.    
	PUBLIC HEARING
Local Law #7 – 2005
Amend 43-3 Residency

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Campese to adopt Local Law #7 -2005 amending Section 43-3 of the Code to allow the Heritage Area Development Coordinator to reside outside the Village.
	ADOPT LOCAL LAW #7 – 2005
Residency – Heritage Area

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Administrator Sowards pulled prefiled resolution #1 and had Ryan Colvin of MRB Group explain to the Board the status of the Suffrage Park bids that were opened on September 7, 2005.   Ryan stated that it might be in the best interest of the Village to take a closer look at the bids and why they were high and possibly use Village resources to defray some of those costs and put the remainder of the project out to bid again in the Spring. 


	SUFFRAGE PARK BIDS
	
	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Campese to reject all bids opened for the Suffrage Park Project on September 7, 2005.


	MOTION TO REJECT BIDS
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	WHEREAS, Time Warner Cable Company has paid franchise fees for 2004, and

WHEREAS, Section 626(1) of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York provides that the amount paid as a franchise fee is to be deducted from taxes levied; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Dressing to authorize the credit from the franchise fees paid in 2004 to the 2005-2006 Village Taxes. 


	PREFILED #2

Time Warner Tax 
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Campese to credit the following Water and Sewer Accounts as recommended by the Water and Sewer Commission and as per §239-52C 1-8 of the Village Code:

Account #

Water

Sewer

Total

B0066
$2.70
$2.70
$5.40

	PREFILED #3

Water/Sewer Credits
	
	
	

	ROLL CALL:

Trustee Dressing:  Aye

Trustee Campese:  Aye

Trustee Masino:  Aye


	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	WHEREAS, the New York State Finance Law, Article XI-A, section 179-p states that New York is not required to make interest payments to Villages, and 
WHEREAS, the Village has had penalty amounts on the Village accounts for some time; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Dressing to approve the removal of the penalties for the affected accounts.


	PREFILED #4
State of NY Penalty Relief
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	WHEREAS, the Water and Sewer Commission has recommended that the Board of Trustees align rates charged for bulk water for Water District #3, Town of Fayette from $2.20 per thousand gallons to $3.00 per thousand gallons to cover costs incurred for these services; now, therefore be it
RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Dressing to authorize the Village Attorney to negotiate with the Town of Fayette for this rate change to be effective January 1, 2006 and subsequent years rates to be determined by using the actual operating costs of the Village plus an amount not to exceed 5% of the previous year and the length of the contract will be for a period of at least 5 years. 


	PREFILED #5
Water District #3 – Fayette Bulk Rates
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Dygert updated the Board on the Sidewalk Reimbursement Program.  To date, $7760.73 has been refunded to property owners with an additional $5410.00 in approved applications waiting for the work to be completed.   Ms. Dygert also advised the Board she had received $6792.00 in sidewalk applications which would require Board approval before the property owners could proceed with their sidewalk replacements, as there was only $10,000 initially allotted for the Program.  

	OLD BUSINESS
Sidewalk Replacement


	
	
	

	Administrator Sowards stated that there had been a “windfall” recently, in which the Village finally received reimbursement from the State for the Stanton Park Project in the amount of $58,500 and this could be used, if the Board desired, to supplement the sidewalk replacement account in the 2005-2006 Village Budget in an effort to accommodate these property owners. 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Dressing seconded by Trustee Campese to authorize the Treasurer to transfer $10,000 from A2770 Misc. Revenue to A5410.400 Sidewalk Replacement.
	BUDGET TRANSFER

Sidewalk Fund
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Dressing to authorize the Treasurer to transfer $32,000 from A2770 Misc Revenue to A5110 for the Bridge Street Bridge Project. 
	BUDGET TRANSFER 

Bridge Street Fence
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Masino to authorize the Treasurer to transfer $10,000 from A2770 Misc Revenue to A8140 for storm sewer repair on VanRenssalaer Street.
	BUDGET TRANSFER 

Storm Sewer Van Renssalaer
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to transfer $3000 from A2770 Misc Revenue to A7450 for lapel pin design and manufacture.
	BUDGET TRANSFER Lapel pins
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	Mayor Smith changed the October meeting from Monday, October 8, 2005 to Tuesday, October 9, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. . 
	NEW BUSINESS
October Meeting Change
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to remand the issue of No Parking on Daniel & Miller Streets back to the Public Safety Committee for further review and to allow residents to be heard with respect to this issue. 
	No Parking Daniel & Miller
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	W/S Superintendent Warrick requested the Board consider the purchase of a new remote video camera system with trailer out of the unexpended funds from the Sewer Rehab project.   Mr. Warrick explained that the current status of the joint ownership of the camera with the Village of Waterloo would be worked out.  This arrangement hasn’t worked well over the past years and would like for the Village to be the sole owner of this camera.  
	SEWER CAMERA REQUEST
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to authorize Superintendent Warrick to look into the lease option for this equipment and bring the information received back to the Board for review. 
	SEWER CAMERA 
LEASE OPTION
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	Administrator Sowards and Mayor Smith discussed the new voucher system for bulky rubbish pickup which would be in place no later than October and November of this year.  The property owners within the Village would receive two vouchers per year to be used for bulky rubbish pickup with scheduling through the Village Office. 
	BULKY RUBBISH VOUCHER SYSTEM
	
	
	

	Two FOIL requests were received during the month of August. 
	FOIL ACTIVITY
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Rob Ludlow spoke representing the Seneca Falls Business Owners with some concerns they had.  Would like the Board to institute an Adopt a Spot Flower & Landscaping program; also requested again “No Wake” signs to be put on the Bridges for boaters.  The third request was for something to be done about the skateboarders behind the stores. 


	PUBLIC COMMENT

Rob Ludlow – Erie Canal Boats
	
	
	

	Wanted to express her delight at the boater turnout for Labor Day Weekend.
	Adrienne Emmo
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese to enter Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a personnel matter. 
	EXECUTIVE SESSION
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Dressing to come out of executive session and resume regular meeting.
	COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Dressing seconded by Trustee Masino to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
	ADJOURN
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	


Respectfully Submitted,









Martha Dygert








Deputy Clerk

