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Regular Meeting 

 Monday, January 9, 2006


7:00 PM – Village Hall

	A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls, New York held on the above date beginning at 7:00 P.M. 
PRESENT:
Mayor Smith, Trustees Dressing, Campese, Petroccia and Masino; Art Seld, Village Attorney.
ABSENT:
None.
	

	
	

	Mayor Smith opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m. and then asked for a moment of silence for Roberta Halden, for the recent loss of her husband. 
	OPEN MEETING/MOMENT OF SILENCE

	
	

	WHEREAS, Martin Luther King, Jr. was a national leader in the fight for equal rights for all people, regardless of race or religion; and
WHEREAS, his dedication to, and promotion of, the philosophy of non-violence in the struggle for civil rights earned him the respect and admiration of people all over the world; and

WHEREAS, it is especially fitting for Seneca Falls, the cradle for another equal rights movement, that of Women’s Rights, to offer special appreciation for this extraordinary champion of human dignity and freedom for all; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in recognition of the 77th anniversary of his birth, I, Diana Smith, Mayor of the Village of Seneca Falls do hereby proclaim January 16, 2006, as Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the Village of Seneca Falls, and call upon the people of this community to join their fellow citizens across New York State and the nation in recognizing this remarkable civil rights champion and participating in this special observance.

	PROCLAMATION
Martin Luther King 

	On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the minutes of the Board of Trustees Regular Meeting of December 12, 2005.
	MINUTES

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Dressing to convert Ms. Anne Havelin from provision to permanent civil service status effective January 9, 2006.  She has successfully completed civil service requirements.


	APPOINTMENT

Senior Account Clerk

Havelin

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Dressing to appoint Mr. Michael Poole to the position of full-time police officer at a salary as set forth in the current union contract. 
	APPOINTMENT

Police Officer – Poole

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Administrator Sowards read a communication from the Finger Lakes Water Works Conference encouraging participation in upcoming events. 
	COMMUNICATION

FLWWC

	
	

	
	

	Reports are on file from the Code Enforcement, Police Department, Street Department, Fire Department, Heritage Area and the Planning Department.   Planner Caraccilo distributed copies of the updated Guidelines and Standards book. 

	REPORTS

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and 


WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #5856 through #5946 in the amount of $327,834.16; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above-referenced claims: 


NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above-referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows: 


General Fund: 



$174,151.66  
Water Fund: 



$ 129,462.48  
Sewer Fund: 



$   16,280.64 
Trust & Agency:


$   6773.99

Sewer Rehab Project


$     767.25

Low-Lift Project


$     398.04
On motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Masino to accept the bills as audited and order paid.

ROLL CALL

Trustee Dressing                Aye

Trustee Campese
               Aye
Trustee Petroccia
Aye
Trustee Masino

Aye

	AUDIT OF CLAIMS

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls wishes to apply as co-applicant along with the Town of Seneca Falls to the NYS Department of State, Shared Municipal Services Incentive Grant Program for funding for a feasibility study regarding shared municipal services between the Town and Village of Seneca Falls; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Dressing that the Mayor of the Village of Seneca Falls is hereby authorized and directed to file as co-applicant with the Town of Seneca Falls an application to the New York Department of State, Shared Municipal Services Initiative Grant Program for funding of a feasibility study regarding shared municipal services between the Village of Seneca Falls and the Town of Seneca Falls.
	Prefiled #1 – Town/Village Shared Municipal Grant

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	         0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls has completed negotiations with Council 82, Local 195SF, American Federation of State, County and Municipal employees; and

WHEREAS, the local union members have voted and approved the attached Memorandum of Agreement;  now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Dressing that the Board of Trustees ratify the Police union contract effective June 1, 2005 through May 31, 2009 with appropriate contract documents prepared for signature.

ROLL CALL:

Trustee Dressing:  Aye

Trustee Campese:  Aye

Trustee Petroccia:  Aye

Trustee Masino:  Aye


	Prefiled #2 –Ratify Council 82 Police Union Contract


	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED



	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls has completed negotiations with Council 66 and Local 932, American Federation of State, County and Municipal employees; and

WHEREAS, the local union members have voted and approved the attached Memorandum of Agreement;  now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino that the Board of Trustees ratify the Street/Water union contract effective June 1, 2005 through May 31, 2009 with appropriate contract documents prepared for signature.

ROLL CALL:

Trustee Dressing:  Aye

Trustee Campese:  Aye

Trustee Petroccia:  Aye

Trustee Masino:  Aye
	Prefiled #3 – Ratify Council 66 Street Union Contract

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village wishes to enter into an agreement with the Village of Waterloo to provide a framework in the event of a major disruption of water service in either of the systems; and
WHEREAS, there will be an initial hookup fee to be shared equally by both the Village of Seneca Falls and Village of Waterloo with an estimate of $6000.00 for each municipality; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Dressing, seconded by Trustee Campese that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Mayor to enter into the agreement and authorize the expenditure for the hookup.

 
	Prefiled #4 – Inter-connection Agreement

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls has excess equipment to dispose of; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Dressing seconded by Trustee Petroccia that the Board of Trustees declare as excess:  paint machine S/N 2-1307, Homelite 3” trash pump, 8 HP Briggs & Stratton; (2) 2002 Chevrolet Impala police cars, Myers High Velocity Sewer Cleaner 1979 Ford, 1996 Dodge Pickup, and various lawn mower parts; and authorizes the Village Administrator to dispose by auction, or if not cost effective, by other means as appropriate.

	Prefiled #5– Declaration of Surplus Equipment 
	
	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	Administrator Sowards addressed the question posed by Trustee Dressing with regard to the status of reimbursement for the South Canal Wall Project.  Administrator Sowards explained that the Village had received the executed paperwork from the State and anticipates reimbursement to be received (approx. $230K) prior to year end. 
	OLD BUSINESS
South Canal Wall
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Again, at the request of Trustee Dressing, Administrator Sowards gave an update on the Suffrage Park project, stating that it was currently in a “hold pattern” and we have requested reimbursement for funds expended (approx. 35-38K) and she will report back next month.  
	Suffrage Park
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Trustee Campese stated that he had been in contact with the Village Planning Board who are requesting the Board consider increasing the number of Planning Board members from the current five (5) to seven (7).  As this would need to be done by local law, the Village Attorney was asked to draft the proposed legislation.  According to Planner Caraccilo, it was a recommendation from the state that the Heritage Preservation Commission be increased from 5 members to 7 members, as well. The draft laws would be introduced at the February Regular Meeting with a public hearing at that time. 

	NEW BUSINESS
Increase Planning Board and Heritage Preservation Commission size
	
	
	

	Mayor Smith asked that the Board consider lighting the gateway sign on the west end as it is obscured currently by some adjacent signs.  This issue was remanded back to the public works committee for discussion at their next meeting.  
	Lighted Gateway Signs
	
	
	

	Trustee Dressing asked if a review had been done regarding the planner position and the changes made.  He stated that at the time the change was made, the Board were to review the efficacy of this change in 90 days.  Trustee Dressing requested that the Village Planner be brought in for a discussion. 
	Planner Position 
	
	
	

	Trustee Dressing also stated he felt the need to have an audit of the financials done at the close of this fiscal year.  All were in agreement and would be included in the 2006-2007 Budget. 
	Financial Audit
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Ann Cramer of 101 Cayuga Street represented Roberta Halden and conveyed to the Board Ms. Halden’s appreciation for the Board and the success realized in lowering the insurance rates due to decreased claim activity and also to express congratulations for the Sewer/Water funds being in good standing and also that the Seneca Falls Wastewater Treatment Plant received an “A” rating from a study recently done by an independent environmental group.

	PUBLIC COMMENT
Cramer – Cayuga St.
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to enter executive session at 7:55 p.m. 
	EXECUTIVE SESSION
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to come out of executive session and reopen meeting at 9:00 p.m.  

	REOPEN MEETING
	
	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Masino to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
	ADJOURN
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Respectfully Submitted,









Martha Dygert








Deputy Clerk
