Board of Trustees – Regular Meeting

Monday, March 12, 2007

Village Hall – 7 PM


A Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls was held on the above date beginning at 7 PM. 
PRESENT:  
Trustees Campese, Petroccia and Masino; Attorney Seld; Administrator Sowards; Deputy Clerk Dygert.

ABSENT:
Mayor Smith (Arrived late), Trustee Ikewood.
	Deputy Mayor Campese opened meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.
	OPEN MEETING

	
	

	As required by the Governor’s Office for Small Cities for a proposed grant project to hold two public hearings, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to open the first public hearing on the proposed Walnut Street Drainage Project. 
	OPEN PUBLIC HEARING
Small Cities – J. O’Connell

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Carol O’Connell of J. O’Connell and Associates was present at the meeting.  She explained to the Board the process involved in the grant application and answered any questions that the Board had.


	

	There being no one from the public present wishing to speak, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to close the public hearing.

	CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The following resolution was read by Administrator Sowards for the request for funds from Small Cities Community Development Block Grant:
Following the public hearing on March 12, 2007, the Village of Seneca Falls application for funding through the NYS Governor’s Office for Small Cities, Trustee Petroccia presented the following resolution and duly moved its adoption.  Trustee Masino seconded the motion:

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls desires to apply for $400,000 in funds from the Governor’s Office for Small Cities, Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program to make improvements to the Village’s municipal drainage system between Walnut Street and Ridge Street, and

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls has authorized J. O’Connell and Associates to act as grant consultants for the Village on this project, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees hereby authorizes Mayor Diana Smith to submit the aforementioned application to the Governor’s Office for Small Cities. 
	SMALL CITIES FUNDS REQUEST 

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	                                                                                                   
	

	The appropriate notices having been published, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to open the public hearing on proposed Local Law #2 of 2007 to amend Chapter 216-14 of the Code of the Village of Seneca Falls as follows:
§216-14.  Grant of exemption is amended as follows:

Real property owned by one (1) or more persons, each of whom is sixty-five (65) years of age or over, or real property owned by husband and wife, one (1) whom is sixty-five (65) years of age or over, shall be exempt from taxation by the Village of Seneca Falls, New York, as follows:

The present income eligibility of $12,000 for the Senior Citizen Exemption for village tax purposes shall be increased to a maximum of $15,000 with the sliding scale provision, as follows:
INCOME

EXEMPTION

To $15,000

50%

$15,001 - $15,999

45%

$16,000 - $16,999

40%

$17,000 - $17,999

35%

$18,000 - $18,899

30%

$18,900 - $19,799

25%

$19,800 - $20,699

20%

$20,700 - $21,599

15%

$21,600 - $22,499

10%

All of the other provisions of Article II shall remain in full force and effect.  This includes §216-15, §216-16, §216-17, and §216-18.
	PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #2 – 2007



	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Fran Caraccilo, 51 E. Bayard Street – stated he was in favor of this proposed local law however pointed out that the legal notice did not list the date and time of the public hearing. 
	

	
	

	There being no one else present from the public wishing to speak, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to close the public hearing on proposed Local Law #2 of 2007.
	CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING LOCAL LAW #2 2007

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to adopt Local Law #2 of 2007, as presented. 
	ADOPT LOCAL LAW #2 2007

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The Board having been presented with copies of the minutes from the following meetings: Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 2/12/2007, Joint Meeting 2/22/2007, HPC meeting 2/27/2007, and the Planning Board meeting of 2/28/2007, it was on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the minutes in their entirety.
	MINUTES

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A letter from William Parker of 59 Cayuga Street was read, which requested the Board consider reducing taxes by 5% per year for the next five years. 
	COMMUNICATIONS

Parker

	
	

	Trustee Petroccia addressed the Board and the Public regarding the tax rate and increases over the past 11 years.  He wanted the public to know that this administration was doing everything in its power to cut the budget as much as possible without adversely affecting the services provided to the taxpayers.  The current administration has only raised taxes less than one percent over the past 3 years, whereas the two prior administrations had voted increases of 16.44% and 14.69% respectively.  
	TRUSTEE STATEMENT

	
	

	The Board of Trustees was given reports from the following departments:  Police Dept, Zoning/Code Enforcement, Heritage Area, Fire Department, and Street Department.
	REPORTS

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #1174 through #1296 in the amount of $262,172.81; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above referenced claims:

NOW THEREFORE, on motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Petroccia, resolved that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows:

General Fund:



$193,863.28
Water Fund:



$  30,736.76
Sewer Fund:



$  31,390.66


Trust & Agency:


               $    6,182.11
ROLL CALL

Trustee Campese   Aye
Trustee Petroccia   Aye
Trustee Masino
Aye


	AUDIT OF CLAIMS

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Mr. Benjamin Faiola, 16 Spring Street, Seneca Falls, to the position of Custodian/Laborer, part time, in the Street Department.  The position is to be 20 hours per week at a salary of $10.00.
	APPOINTMENTS
Custodian - Faiola



	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request for Special Event was submitted by Michelle Guenot and Robert McDermott requesting permission to hold a marriage ceremony in the gazebo in People’s Park on July 7, 2007. 
On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to approve the request as submitted.
	SPECIAL EVENT
Guenot-McDermott Wedding

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request for Special Event was submitted by the Grumpy Ol’ Men’s Club to hold the annual Carp Derby on June 10, 2007 in People’s Park from 7 AM until 7 PM.
On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the request as submitted.


	SPECIAL EVENT
Carp Derby

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request for Special Event was submitted by In-Motion Events/Cycling the Erie Canal for permission to hold a Wine & Cheese Reception on Tuesday, July 10, 2007 from 4-7 PM in People’s Park.  

On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to approve the request contingent upon receipt of insurance certificate prior to the date of the event.
	SPECIAL EVENT

Wine & Cheese Reception

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request for Special Event was submitted by the Convention Days Committee for permission to hold the annual Convention Days Celebration from July 19 – July 22, 2007 with agenda to include parade through Seneca Falls.  

After review of the request, Trustee Petroccia asked why the parade route does not include Fall Street, as he remembers a time when the Convention Days Parade route did incorporate downtown.  Chief Capozzi stated that he would see if there was a way to secure Fall Street so that the route would be able to go through downtown. 

On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the request contingent upon the parade route going through downtown.
	SPECIAL EVENT
Convention Days Celebration

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The following water and sewer credits are recommended for approval by the Village Board of Trustees, by the Water and Sewer Commission from their regular meeting of January 22, 2007.
Account #

Sewer

Water

Total

M2873
$10.09
$10.09
$20.18
F0889

$106.29

$106.29

$212.57

It was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to approve the water and sewer credits as outlined.


	PREFILED #1 
Water/Sewer Credits 

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The following resolution was presented by Trustee Petroccia and seconded by Trustee Masino as follows:
WHEREAS, there was an unresolved issue from Local Union 932 negotiations with the Village of Seneca Falls on retroactive pay from June 1, 2005 through January 9, 2006; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls and Union have agreed to a settlement of $300.00 each for Ms. Lisa VanFleet and Mr. Ted Flock; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED that this expenditure be approved for payment. 


	PREFILED #2
Council 66 Union Retro Pay

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls intends to undertake storm water improvements which include Sampson Creek modifications and a storm sewer outfall to the Seneca River/Canal, and
WHEREAS, the work will be done on Sampson Creek west and south of Sackett Street and the storm sewer outfall will extend from Sackett Street to the Seneca River/Canal, and
WHEREAS, the action is classified as an Unlisted Action per SEQR guidelines, and the project will improve the drainage channel of Sampson Creek and reduce storm sewer flow to downstream properties to the east by rerouting storm water runoff to the Seneca River/Canal, now, therefore be it
RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Petrocia, Seconded by Trustee Masino that, due to the knowledge of the proposed project parameters, requirements, and the project location, the Village of Seneca Falls hereby requests to be declared Lead Agency for the environmental assessment review process for the 3rd Ward Outfall Project pending a 30-day comment period by all Involved Agencies, now, therefore be it


	PREFILED #3
Outfall Project SEQR

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, Village Law Sections 7-712 and 7-718 provide that, effective January 1, 2007, all planning board and zoning board of appeals members in New York State, as well as alternate members of those boards, must complete a minimum of four hours of training each year; and
WHEREAS, the above sections of State law provide that a planning board or zoning board of appeals member shall not be eligible for reappointment to such board if they have not completed the training required by law; and

WHEREAS, the above sections of State law provide that the legislative body of the village specifies which activities qualify as training to satisfy the State requirements; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the following list of agencies, commissions, associations, universities, and other organizations are approved to provide training to meet the State requirements when the training they provide pertains to municipal planning, zoning, community design, environmental issues, economic development, and local government functions and practices:

1) The NYS Dept of State; Dept of Agriculture and Markets; Office of the State Comptroller; Department of Health, Dept of Transportation; Dept of Environmental Conservation; Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation; and

2) NYS Association of Towns, the New York Conference of Mayors, the NYS Assoc. of Counties, the New York Planning Federation, the American Planning Association, the Upstate New York Chapter of the American Planning Association and its sections; and
3) The Capital District Regional Planning Commission, Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board, Herkimer-Oneida Counties Comprehensive Planning Program, Lake Champlain-Lake George Regional Planning Board, Long Island Regional Planning Board, Southern Tier Central Regional Planning and Development Board, Southern Tier East Regional Planning Development Board, Southern Tier West regional Planning and Development Board, Genesee-Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council, Hudson Valley Regional Council, Tug Hill Commission, and Adirondack Park Agency; and

4) The County Dept of Economic Development and Planning/Planning Department; and the Soil and Water Conservation Districts; the Farm Land Protection Board/Agriculture Enhancement Board; and the Health Departments of the Counties of Seneca, Cayuga, Monroe, Onondaga, Ontario and Schuyler, Tompkins, Wayne or Yates; and

5) The Albany Law School Governmental Law Center and Institute for Legal Studies, Pace Law School, Cornell University and its Cooperative Extension; and

6) On-line planning and zoning training programs offered by the New York Municipal Insurance Reciprocal, Pace University and Land Use Law Center, and the Lincoln Institute of Land Use Policy; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that other training activities may be approved on a case-by-case basis by the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees upon the request of a planning board or zoning board of appeals member; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that any new member appointed to fill the last 8 months or less of a term shall not be required to have attended training to be reappointed to a first full term, but must thereafter comply with the municipal training policy as provided elsewhere herein; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that training received by a Planning Board member or zoning board of appeals member in excess of four hours in any one year may be carried over by the member into succeeding years; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk shall create and maintain a system of tracking the training individual members complete annually; and such information shall be presented to the appointing authority prior to considering a member for reappointment.


	PREFILED #
PLANNING/ZONING TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls has solicited bids for the purchase of one Hydraulic Rescue Tool set and has received one responsive bid from Churchville Fire Equipment Corporation, 340 Sanford Road, Churchville, NY 14428 at a cost of $17,845.00 which is within the budgeted amount; now, therefore be it
RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the award to Churchville Fire Equipment and furthermore declare surplus the old hydraulic tool once the new tool is received.

	PREFILED #5
HYDRAULIC RESCUE TOOL BID AWARD

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Trustee Petroccia gave an update on the EDC.
	OLD BUSINESS
Economic Devel Committee

	
	

	Trustee Petroccia introduced a proposed local law to amend §239-52 of the Code of the village of Seneca Falls to allow a credit to senior citizens toward their quarterly water and sewer rents.   Trustee Petroccia read the proposed local law and asked that a public hearing be set for the next regular meeting of April 9, 2007.
Administrator Sowards advised the public of the intent to hire 10 summer laborers, 18 and over, to perform various projects within the Village.
	NEW BUSINESS
Senior Citizen Water/Sewer Credit

	
	

	Mayor Smith arrived at 8:10 PM.
	

	
	

	Mayor Smith read a budget message and presented the Clerk and the Board her tentative budget for the 2007-2008 fiscal year.   The public hearing on the tentative budget will be held on 4/9/2007 at the regular and reorganizational meeting. 

	PRESENTATION OF TENTATIVE 2007-08 BUDGET

	
	

	Fran Caraccilo of 51 E. Bayard Street addressed the Board regarding “Sunshine Week”
	PUBLIC COMMENT

	
	

	There being no one further wishing to speak and no further business before the Board, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Campese to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM.

	ADJOURN

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	






Respectfully Submitted,





Martha Dygert





Deputy Clerk-Treasurer

