Regular Meeting

Monday, February 11, 2008

Village Hall Meeting Room


A Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls was held on the above date beginning at 7 PM.
PRESENT:  Mayor Smith; Trustees Ikewood, Campese, Petroccia, Masino; Staff:  Administrator Sowards, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Dygert.
ABSENT:  None.
	Mayor Smith opened the meeting at 7 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.
	OPEN MEETING

	
	

	The Board of Trustees has reviewed the following meeting minutes:  BOT Regular Meeting January 7, 2008; Heritage Area Commission January 21, 2008; ZBA January 31, 2008; Planning Board January 23, 2008.
It was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese to accept the minutes as presented, in total.
	MINUTES

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Joanne Barbay of 13 Barker Street had requested permission to speak, seeking support for the creation of a School Resource Officer position.  Mrs. Barbay discussed some key points as to why she feels strongly that a SRO would benefit our local school district.   Mrs. Barbay stated that she wasn’t seeking financial commitment at this time however was simply asking the Board to pass a resolution of support for this endeavor.  
	PETITION
Barbay - SRO

	
	

	Reports are on file from the following Departments:  Police Department, Code Enforcement, Heritage Area, Fire Department, and Public Works Department. 

Jeff Warrick, DPW Superintendent, gave a brief overview of some of the projects for the month of January and what will be coming up in February. 
Bob Buccieri – Local Economic Development Director – discussed the Main Street Grant Program; Agri-Tourism Grant with Transit Bus Program which will be established by May 2008; July 27th is the date of the Neighbors Arts Festival to benefit the Ludovico Trail. 
	REPORTS

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #904 through  #1041 in the amount of $265,188.22; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above referenced claims:

NOW THEREFORE, on motion by Trustee Ikewood seconded by Trustee Petroccia, resolved that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows:

General Fund:



$  154,067.05
Water Fund:



$   31,324.33
Sewer Fund:



$   37,790.28
Trust & Agency:


$   5,397.63
Third Ward Channelization              $  8,051.25

Phase II Walnut Street                       $  5985.00

Downtown TEP Grant                       $  7,433.25

GIS Grant                                            $  6,272.43

Phase III Rumsey Street                     $  8,867.00
ROLL CALL

Trustee Ikewood  Aye

Trustee Campese  Aye

Trustee Petroccia  Aye

            Trustee Masino     Aye
	AUDIT OF CLAIMS

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Mayor Smith discussed the Shared Services Joint Task Force, developed in conjunction with the Town of Seneca Falls.  Mayor Smith further stated that both she and Trustee Petroccia would serve on this committee.  There would be an informational meeting at 7 PM in the Community Center to discuss the grant.
	SHARED SERVICES

	
	

	A request for special event was received from the Grumpy Ol’ Men’s Club for permission to hold the annual Carp Derby on June 8, 2008.

It was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the application as submitted.  
	SPECIAL EVENTS

Carp Derby

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request for special event was received from the Convention Days Committee for permission to hold the annual Convention Days Celebration with activities from July 17, 2008 through July 27, 2008.  A schedule firming up days and times for specific activities will be submitted at a later date.  A preliminary schedule was included with the application. 

It was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to approve the Convention Days Plus! Application as submitted.
	Convention Days “Plus” Celebration

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls intends to undertake improvements to the Sampson Creek and tributaries throughout the 3rd Ward in the Village of Seneca Falls; and

WHEREAS, these improvements are classified as an Unlisted Action for the SEQR review process; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia, that due to the knowledge of the proposed project parameters, requirements, and the project location, the Village of Seneca Falls hereby requests to be declared Lead Agency for the environmental assessment review process for the proposed 3rd Ward Channelization Project pending a 30-day comment period by all Involved Agencies.  
	PREFILED #1

3rd Ward Channelization

Lead Agency - SEQR

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls wishes to enter into a contract with J. O’Connell & Associates for the purposes of grant writing and consultant services for the period February 1, 2008 through January 31, 2009 with a cost of $30,000 a year; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Mayor to sign the agreement with J. O’Connell & Associates for this. 
	PREFILED #2

Grant Consultant Agreement

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls jointly with the Town of Seneca Falls has received a grant from the State of New York for a Shared Services feasibility study; and 
WHEREAS, the Village and Town of Seneca Falls solicited bids for this service with only one responsive bidder – the Center for Government Research for $52,000; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to award the project to the Center for Government Research.
	PREFILED #3

Shared Services Grant Consultant Bid Award

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Deferred Compensation Committee Resolution
to Amend and Restate the Model Plan

WHEREAS, the New York State Deferred Compensation Board (the "Board"), pursuant to Section 5 of the New York State Finance Law ("Section 5") and the Regulations of the New York State Deferred Compensation Board (the "Regulations"), has promulgated the Plan Document of the Deferred Compensation Plan for Employees of Village of Seneca Falls (the "Model Plan") and offers the Model Plan for adoption by local employers;

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls pursuant to Section 5 and the Regulations, has adopted and currently administers the Model Plan known as the Deferred Compensation Plan for Employees of the Village of Seneca Falls;

WHEREAS, effective December 7, 2007 the Board amended the Model Plan to adopt provisions  

· Expanding the eligibility for unforeseeable emergency withdrawals

· Permitting law enforcement officers, firefighters, members of a rescue squad or ambulance crew who have retired for service or disability to request a plan distribution of up to $3,000 annually to pay for health insurance or qualified long-term care premiums for themselves, their spouse or dependents.  

· Permitting a beneficiary who is not the spouse of the deceased Participant to transfer their Plan account directly to an IRA.

· Permitting a Participant who is eligible for a distribution to rollover all or a portion of their Plan account to a Roth IRA.  

WHEREAS, the Board has offered for adoption the amended and restated Model Plan to each Model Plan sponsored by a local employer in accordance with the Regulations; and

WHEREAS, upon due deliberation, the Village of Seneca Falls has concluded that it is prudent and appropriate to amend the Deferred Compensation Plan for the Employees of the Village of Seneca Falls by adopting the amended Model Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia that the Village of Seneca Falls hereby amends the Deferred Compensation Plan for Employees of the Village of Seneca Falls by adopting the amended  Model Plan effective December 7, 2007, in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A.
	PREFILED #4

Deferred Compensation Model Plan

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village Board is proactively seeking ways to lessen the tax burden through reducing cost, debt and liability; and
WHEREAS, acceptance of the Visitor Center Grant would require an additional 23-year commitment to fund the Visitor Center at its current location; and

WHEREAS, acceptance of the Visitor Center grant requires that the $550,000 in State and local funding match must be spent in its entirety on creation of exhibits for the Visitor Center, which currently has adequately designed exhibits that simply have not been maintained over the years; and

WHEREAS, it is the belief of the members of this board that utilization of the currently pledged local match money would best be focused on affordable exhibit maintenance and improvements and on visitor services and programming, based on the recommendations of the Heritage Area Commission; and

WHEREAS, it remains the intent of this board to continue to pursue relocation of the Visitor Center, independent of the restrictions and requirements of the grant to further the mission of the Heritage Area through improved service to Seneca Falls visitors and residents; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Campese, that the Village Board of Trustees join with the Mayor in support of the decision to abandon pursuit of the Visitor Center Exhibit Grant reference as EPF 540108-F3.

DISCUSSION:  Trustee Ikewood expressed his concern over turning back the grant without knowing whether the Historical Society could use the funding.  Mayor Smith explained that this grant is not transferable and that the prospective move of the Visitor Center to the Seneca Museum is an entirely separate discussion and has nothing to do with this particular grant.  Mayor Smith further clarified the points leading to this decision and stated that it was upon recommendation by NYS to turn back the grant, change the scope of the project to better suit the needs of the Village and resubmit a grant application in the future.  Trustee Ikewood feels this action is premature.
	PREFILED #5
Visitor Center Grant

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	1 (Ikewood)
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	DPW Superintendent Jeff Warrick gave an update on the first week of in-house trash collection.  Mr. Warrick wished to commend both Bruce Laude and Aaron Passalacqua for their interest and continued diligence in making sure this endeavor was successful.
	OLD BUSINESS

Trash Collection

	
	

	Administrator Sowards acknowledged the receipt of the Village credit rating issued by Standard & Poor which came back as a BBB+  - no change from prior. 

A statement from Ray Wager CPA was acknowledged.
	NEW BUSINESS

	Fran Caraccilo of 53 E. Bayard Street read a statement “admonishing this administration” for what he felt to be deception regarding the EPF grant at the Partridge Building Site.  

Trustee Petroccia responded to some of Mr. Caraccilo’s statements – pointing out that the matching funds required by the Village for this grant would be $250,000 – which represents an amount equal to approximately 8% of the total tax levy – for exhibits.   
	PUBLIC COMMENT

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to enter into executive session at 8:15, for the purpose of discussion the performance of a particular employee. 
	EXECUTIVE SESSION
Employee Performance

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to come out of executive session and resume the regular meeting at 8:30 pm. 
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	There being no further business before the Board, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM.
	ADJOURN

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	







Respectfully Submitted,






Martha Dygert





Deputy Clerk-Treasurer

