Regular Meeting

Monday, March 10, 2008

Village Hall Meeting Room


A Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls was held on the above date beginning at 7 PM.
PRESENT:  Mayor Smith; Trustees Ikewood, Campese, Petroccia, Masino; Staff:  Administrator Sowards, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Dygert.
ABSENT:  None.
	Mayor Smith opened the meeting at 7 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.
	OPEN MEETING

	
	

	On recommendation by the Public Safety Committee and approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to appoint Michael L. Petrocci to the position of Police Sergeant effective March 10, 2008.
	APPOINTMENT

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The Board of Trustees has reviewed the following meeting minutes:  BOT Regular Meeting February 11, 2008; Heritage Preservation Commission February 26, 2008; ZBA January 31, 2008; Heritage Area Commission February 18, 2008.
It was on motion by Trustee Ikewood, seconded by Trustee Campese to accept the minutes as presented, in total.
	MINUTES

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Reports are on file from the following Departments:  Police Department, Code Enforcement, Heritage Area, and Public Works Department.  
	REPORTS

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #1042 through  #1145 in the amount of $171,975.96; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above referenced claims:

NOW THEREFORE, on motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Masino, resolved that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows:

General Fund:



$  98,594.51
Water Fund:



$  19,675.48
Sewer Fund:



$  15,861.57
Trust & Agency:


$    6,390.40
Downtown TEP Grant                       $ 28,434.56
GIS Grant                                            $  3,019.44
ROLL CALL

Trustee Ikewood  Aye

Trustee Campese  Aye

Trustee Petroccia  Aye

            Trustee Masino     Aye
	AUDIT OF CLAIMS

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On recommendation by the Public Safety Committee, with approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Scott Rude of 80 E. Bayard Street to the position of substitute Crossing Guard.
	APPOINTMENT

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request for special event was received from Legott Productions to hold the annual Women’s Music Fest on July 11, 12 and 13, 2008 in People’s Park.  
It was on motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Masino to approve the application as submitted, contingent upon receipt of valid Certificate of Insurance prior to the event.  
	SPECIAL EVENTS

Women’s Music Fest

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request for special event was received from the Seneca Falls Community Band for permission to hold the SF Community Band Concerts in People’s Park on the following dates:  (Fridays)  June 27, July 4, 11, 18 and 25th; August 1 & 8.  
It was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the application except the date of July 11th as submitted.
	Seneca Falls Community Band

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees has authorized by prior resolution, dated October 27, 2000 to grant indemnification and defense for civil actions to Village Officials pursuant to Article 18 of the NY Public Officers Law; and

WHEREAS, it appears that a Civil Action has been commenced against Constance Sowards, Village Administrator, as a third person defendant in the Town of Seneca Falls versus Phil Jordan; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia that the Village of Seneca Falls shall indemnify and defend Constance Sowards in this matter and any related legal matters involving this plaintiff.  

ROLL CALL

Trustee Ikewood  Aye

Trustee Campese  Aye

Trustee Petroccia  Aye

Trustee Masino     Aye
	PREFILED #1

Indemnification

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the NYSDEC and the Army Corps of Engineers is requiring a much more extensive submittal package than was anticipated for the Channelization project of the Third Ward; and

WHEREAS, MRB Group will be available to prepare this submittal; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino that the Board of Trustees approve the expenditure of not to exceed $11,500.00 to MRB Group for these plans.

NOTE:  Ryan Colvin of MRB Group was present and stated that he didn’t anticipate that this project would require billing the total amount of the approved $11,500.00 and stated that MRB will “only do what needs to be done to get this approved”. 
	PREFILED #2

Engineering Fees – Channelization Project

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls supports the efforts of the Seneca County Economic Development Corporation to help business owners within the targeted areas to improve facades, renovate buildings, and enhance the streetscape; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino that the Village Board of the Village of Seneca Falls does hereby support the efforts of the Seneca County Economic Development Corporation, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Village Board for the Village of Seneca Falls will review any request made by the Seneca County Economic Development Corporation on a need by need basis, beginning on the date of this resolution.
	PREFILED #3

Seneca County EDA Endorsement

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Administrator Sowards gave an update on the Shared Services Grant.
	OLD BUSINESS

	Administrator Sowards advised that the polling places for the upcoming Village election would be open from Noon to 9 PM.
A brief discussion ensued regarding the receipt of a proposed PILOT agreement from Lakeview Mental Health.  Mayor Smith addressed this issue, stating that it was premature to even consider any approvals in this regard and advised that the Board wait to review and discuss this issue.

Administrator Sowards advised that the Regular Meeting, Budget Hearing and Re-organizational meeting would be held on April 1, 2008 beginning at 6:30 PM in the Village Hall Meeting Room.

DPW Superintendent, Jeff Warrick, advised the public that due to the recent storm, the DPW would be working diligently to get the tree branches removed as quickly as possible.
The Tentative 2008-2009 Village Budget was formally presented to the Clerk by Mayor Smith and Mayor Smith further stated that there would be an informational meeting on the tentative budget on March 27th, 2008.

A request was made by the Trustees that the Deputy Clerk sends the meeting minutes to the website administrator for inclusion on the Town/Village website.
	NEW BUSINESS

	Mayor Smith read the budget message included with the Tentative 2008-2009 Budget.
	BUDGET MESSAGE

	
	

	Roberta Halden of Auburn Road wanted to commend the DPW on the good job they are doing with the garbage pickup; and further that both the police and fire departments are doing a good job as well.

Charlie Barbay of Barker Street stated he was upset at the February meeting regarding his wife’s petition requesting the Board support the request for a School Resource Officer and that the Board didn’t take any action on her request.    
	PUBLIC COMMENT

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino requesting and authorizing the Mayor to draft a letter of support for the School Resource Officer. 
	SRO Support Letter

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Charlie Barbay requested further that the Board take a good look at the condition of the streets and include money in the budget for repair.

Greg Carey – Staff representative for Council 82 (Police Union) was present and he together with Sergeant Zettlemoyer and Peenstra questioned the positions in the budget for the police department. 


	PUBLIC COMMENT 
(Continued)

	There being no further business before the Board, it was on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 PM.
	ADJOURN

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	







Respectfully Submitted,






Martha Dygert





Deputy Clerk-Treasurer

