Regular Meeting, Budget Hearing & Re-Organizational Meeting

Tuesday, April 1, 2008

Village Hall Meeting Room


A Regular meeting, Budget Hearing and Re-Organizational Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls was held on the above date beginning at 6:30 PM.
PRESENT:  Mayor Smith; Trustees Ikewood, Campese, and Masino; Staff:  Administrator Sowards, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Dygert.
ABSENT:  Trustee Petroccia.
	Mayor Smith opened the meeting at 6:35 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.
	OPEN MEETING

	Mayor Smith read a statement. 
	MAYOR STATEMENT

	
	

	Mayor Smith had the honor of administering the Oath of Office to newly re-elected 2nd Ward Trustee, Sylvester Campese.
	SWEARING IN
Trustee Campese

	
	

	The Board of Trustees has reviewed the following meeting minutes:  Heritage Preservation Commission March 25, 2008 and Planning Board March 26, 2008.
It was on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese to accept the minutes as presented, in total.
	MINUTES

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Mayor Smith read a Proclamation assigning May 1, 2008 as “Paint the Town Purple” Day.
	COMMUNICATIONS

Proclamation – Relay for Life

	
	

	Administrator Sowards read a response from SHPO regarding the Village turning back the Visitor Center Exhibit Upgrade Grant. 
	NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation

	Reports are on file from the following Departments:  Police Department, Code Enforcement, Heritage Area, Fire Department and Public Works Department.  Both Adriene Emmo of the Heritage Area made a public presentation and Jeff Warrick of the DPW also.
	REPORTS

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #1146 through  #1257 in the amount of $204,673.51; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above referenced claims:

NOW THEREFORE, on motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Campese, resolved that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows:

General Fund:



$ 110,768.64
Water Fund:



$  22,745.67
Sewer Fund:



$  38,182.55
Trust & Agency:


$    6,933.40
Downtown TEP Grant                      $      690.00
3rd Ward Channelization                   $     3,310.75

Phase II Walnut Street                      $   21,289.50

Phase III Rumsey Street                     $       753.00
ROLL CALL

Trustee Ikewood  Aye

Trustee Campese  Aye

            Trustee Masino     Aye

	AUDIT OF CLAIMS

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Mr. Kenneth Campbell to the position of firefighter for the Seneca Falls Fire Department. 
	APPOINTMENT

Campbell – Firefighter

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Mr. Philip Pontius of 115 Cayuga Street to the position of part-time Tourist Information Aide. 
	APPOINTMENT
Pontius – Tourist Aide

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Ms. Adriene Emmo as Heritage Area Coordinator for a period NTE one year, effective April 1, 2008.  This appointment may be terminated with 30 days notice at a salary of $1410.00 per month. 
	APPOINTMENT

Emmo – Interim Director

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request for special event was received from the Seneca Falls Music Boosters for permission to hold the annual Seneca Falls Pageant of Bands on Saturday, May 17, 2008, with parade to begin at 3 PM.
It was on motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Masino to approve the application as submitted.  
	SPECIAL EVENTS

Seneca Falls Pageant of Bands

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request was received from the Seneca Falls Community Band for permission to change some of the original dates of the concerts as follows:
From July 11th to Tuesday, July 8th
From June 27th to Thursday, June 26th
From July 18th to Thursday, July 17th
From August 1st to Thursday, July 31st
From August 8th to Thursday, August 7th. 

It was on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the amendments as submitted.
	Seneca Falls Community Band

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	A request for Special Event was received by the SF Little League for permission to hold the annual Opening Day Parade on Saturday, May 3, 2008 at 8:30 AM. 
It was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to approve the application as submitted.
	SPECIAL EVENTS (Cont)
SF Little League Parade

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	REORGANIZATIONAL APPOINTMENTS & RESOLUTIONS
	APPOINTMENTS

	Mayor Smith appointed Trustee Campese to the position of Deputy Mayor for one year. 
	Deputy Mayor - Campese

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Constance Sowards to the position of Village Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer for a two-year term to expire March 31, 2010.
	Administrator/Clerk-Treas
Sowards

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Martha Dygert to the position of Deputy Clerk-Treasurer for a two-year term to expire March 31, 2010.
	Deputy Clerk-Treasurer
Dygert

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	1 (Ikewood)
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Ikewood, seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Anne Havelin to the position of Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics for a one-year term to expire March 31, 2009.
	Deputy Registrar
Havelin

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Ikewood, seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Martha Dygert to the position of Registrar of Vital Statistics for a one-year term to expire March 31, 2009.
	Registrar
Dygert

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Bond, Schoeneck & King, Mr. Arthur Seld and Mr. David Ettman to the position of co-attorneys for a one-year term to expire March 31, 2009.
	Village Attorneys

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	1 (Ikewood)
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Roberta Halden to the position of Village Historian for a one year term to expire March 31, 2009.
	Historian - Halden

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Ikewood seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Thomas Solan to the position of Fire Chief for the Seneca Falls Police Department. 
	APPOINTMENTS (Cont)

Fire Chief - Solan

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Ikewood seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Martha Dygert as interim Zoning Officer for a period not to exceed six months with authorization of payment at current hourly rate. 
	Zoning Officer - Dygert

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Ikewood seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Frank Sinicropi to the Water and Sewer Commission for a five-year term to expire March 31, 2013.
	COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

W&S Comm - Sinicropi

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Steven VanKirk to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a five-year term to expire March 31, 2013.
	ZBA - VanKirk

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint John Wood to the Planning Board for a seven-year term to expire March 31, 2015.
	Planning Board - Wood

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Michael Kelly of 120 Cayuga Street to the Cemetery Commission for a five-year term to expire March 31, 2013.
	Cemetery Commission - Kelly

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Adriene Emmo to the Heritage Area Commission for a five-year term to expire March 31, 2013.
	Heritage Area Commission –

Emmo

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Cathy Johnson to the Heritage Preservation Commission for a seven-year term to expire March 31, 2015.
	Heritage Preservation Commission - 

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	STANDING COMMITTEES:
	STANDING COMMITTEES

	4/1/08 through 9/30/08 – Public Safety & Operations Committee
	

	Trustees
	Masino & Ikewood
	
	
	

	4/108 through 9/30/08 – Public Works
	

	Trustees Petroccia & Campese
	

	10/1/08 through 3/31/09 – Public Safety & Operations Committee
	

	   Trustees Campese & Petroccia
	

	10/1/08 through 3/31/09 – Public Works
   Trustees Masino & Ikewood
	

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Campese to designate Five Star Bank, Bank of America and Community Bank as authorized Village Depositories. 


	PREFILED #1

AUTHORIZED DEPOSITORIES

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Ikewood seconded by Trustee Masino, the following resolution was introduced:

WHEREAS the Board of Trustees has determined to authorize payment in advance of audit of claims for public utility services, postage, freight, express charges, payroll, debt service, social security, petty cash, and those governed by certain contracts, and

WHEREAS all such claims shall be presented at the next Regular Meeting for audit, and

WHEREAS the claimant and officer incurring or approving the same shall be jointly and severally liable for any amount disallowed by the Board of Trustees, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

Section 1.  That the Board of Trustees authorizes payment in advance of audit of claims for public utility services, postage, freight, express charges, payroll, debt service, social security, petty cash, and those governed by certain contracts and all such claims shall be presented at the next regular board meeting for audit and the claimant and officer incurring or approving the same shall be jointly and severally liable for any amount disallowed by the Board of Trustees.

Section 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.


	PREFILED #2

RECURRING CLAIMS

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino that the official newspaper of the Village of Seneca Falls be the Reveille Between the Lakes and the Finger Lakes Times.
	PREFILED #3

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese that the regular meeting night of the Board of Trustees remain the first Monday after the first Tuesday of every month, beginning at 7:00 p.m.
	PREFILED #4

MEETING NIGHT

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino that the following Village of Seneca Falls Boards and Commissions meet as follows as needed:  Planning Board meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month beginning at 7 PM; Water & Sewer Commission meets the 4th Monday beginning at 7 PM; Zoning Board of Appeals meets 3rd Thursday beginning at 7 PM; Storm Sewer & Flood Control Commission meets 1st Tuesday beginning at 7 PM; Cemetery Commission meets 2nd Monday beginning at 1:30 PM; Heritage Preservation Commission meets 4th Tuesday beginning at 7 PM; and Heritage Area Commission meets 3rd Monday beginning at 1:30 PM.
	PREFILED #5

COMMISSION MEETINGS

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to approve of official undertakings in the amount of $5,000 for all Village employees, except the Village Treasurer whose bond shall be $250,000.
	PREFILED #6

OFFICIAL UNDERTAKINGS

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino the following resolution was introduced:
	PREFILED #7

SOLE SOURCE
SENECA MEADOWS

	WHEREAS there are no other feasible landfills in New York State for use by the Village of Seneca Falls with the exception of Seneca Meadows:
	

	NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; pursuant to Section 103 of General Municipal Law, Seneca Meadows is the sole source for solid waste disposal and thus services are not subject to bid.
	

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to adopt the procurement policy adopted in 2007.


	PREFILED #8

PROCUREMENT POLICY

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino, the following resolution was introduced:
	PREFILED #9

MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT

	WHEREAS the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls has determined to pay a fixed rate for mileage as reimbursement to officers and employees of the Village who use their personal automobiles while performing the official duties on behalf of the Village;
	

	NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
	

	Section 1.  That the Board of Trustees shall approve mileage reimbursement to such officers and employees at a rate of $.45 per mile.
	

	Section 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.
	

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese to adopt the amended Senior Citizen Water/Sewer Credit Guidelines, to change Line #10 – as follows “Credit will be effective and applied on the next regular billing cycle after credit application is approved.
	RESOLUTION – 
Senior Water Credit Policy

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls would like to declare the attached list of Village equipment excess to needs; now, therefore be it
RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino, that the Board of Trustees declare this excess equipment surplus and authorizes the Village Administrator to dispose in most efficient manner.
	RESOLUTION

Surplus Equipment

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to approve water/sewer credits to the following accounts:

L2541             $25.22 Water     $25.22 Sewer

N3405            $39.27 Water     $39.27  Sewer
	RESOLUTION

Water/Sewer Credits

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Administrator Sowards gave an update on the Shared Services Grant.
	OLD BUSINESS

	On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Ikewood to open the Public Hearing on the 2008-2009 tentative budget. 
	OPEN PUBLIC HEARING - BUDGET

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Fran Caraccilo – 51 E. Bayard Street:  Recommends that files be labeled consistently because the numbers don’t match up in the budget detail sheets to the total line item in the budget.  
	

	Charlie Barbay – Barker Street; Questions what is to be spent on street repair in the budget and is concerned about the current state of our roads and moreso if the roads are left without maintenance for the coming years.
	

	Dan Babbitt – Bridge Street; Discusses concern over the railway crossings in the Village. 
	

	
	

	There being no others present wishing to speak on the proposed budget, it was on motion by Trustee Ikewood, seconded by Trustee Campese to close the public hearing. 
	CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Roberta Halden – Auburn Road – Approached by Town of Seneca Falls to get names of servicemen for dedication at Rec Center. 
	PUBLIC COMMENT

	
	

	Robert Kernan – Tall Oaks Drive – Read letter regarding request that Village and Town Boards wait until Shared Services Consultants are finished with their recommendations before the two boards begin plans for the shared municipal building. 
	

	
	

	Fran Caraccilo – 51 E. Bayard Street – States that Administrator Position by law is a one year appointment. 
	

	
	PUBLIC COMMENT CLOSED

	Trustee TJ Ikewood responded to Mr. Kernan’s statement.  Trustee Ikewood feels strongly that the Village and Town should wait until the consultants are finished prior to proceeding with the plans for the new building and requests the Village Board reconsider the resolution that was passed at the joint Town/Village meeting the week prior.  
	Trustee Response

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Ikewood seconded by Trustee Masino that the Village Board hereby requests that the Town Board agree to wait until the shared services study is completed prior to proceeding with plans for the new municipal building and further request that the Town of Seneca Falls Board schedule a public forum as soon as possible for discussion on the new municipal building. 
	RESOLUTION

Municipal Building



	ROLL CALL:

Trustee Ikewood:  Aye

Trustee Campese:  Aye

Trustee Masino:  Aye

Mayor Smith:  Aye
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Ikewood, seconded by Trustee Masino that the Mayor be authorized to draft a letter to Seneca Knit Development Corp requesting written clarification of offer made to the Town of Seneca Falls and verification of whether same offer would be extended to the Village independent of the proposed new municipal building. 
	RESOLUTION

Westcott Rule Property

	ROLL CALL:

Trustee Ikewood:  Aye

Trustee Campese:  Aye

Trustee Masino:  Aye

Mayor Smith:  Aye
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	There being no further business before the Board, it was on motion by Trustee Ikewood, seconded by Trustee Masino to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM.
	ADJOURN

	
	

	AYES:
	3
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	







Respectfully Submitted,






Martha Dygert





Deputy Clerk-Treasurer

