Regular Meeting, Budget Hearing & Re-Organizational Meeting

Monday, April 6, 2009

Village Hall Meeting Room


A Regular meeting, Budget Hearing and Re-Organizational Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls was held on the above date beginning at 6:30 PM.
PRESENT:  Mayor Smith; Trustees Petroccia, Campese, and Masino; Staff:  Administrator Sowards, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Dygert.
ABSENT:  Trustee Ikewood.
	Mayor Smith opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.
	OPEN MEETING

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to open the public hearing for proposed Local Law #1 – 2009 to amend Chapter 216 Taxation.
	OPEN PUBLIC HEARING
Local Law #1 - 2009

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	There being no one present wishing to speak, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to close the public hearing for Local Law #1 of 2009.
	CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING

	
	

	Whereas all notices have been duly published and public hearing held, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino that the foregoing Local Law #1 of 2009 was adopted:

Section 1.
Findings and Purpose.

Due to the need to amend the income guidelines for senior citizens to qualify for tax exemptions in the Code of the Village of Seneca Falls, an amendment to Chapter 216  Article II Senior Citizens Tax Exemption .

Section 2.
Amendment.   

§216-14.  Grant of exemption.  (amended as follows)

Real property owned by one (1) or more persons, each of whom is sixty-five (65) years of age or over, or real property owned by husband and wife, one (1) whom is sixty-five (65) years of age or over, shall be exempt from taxation by the Village of Seneca Falls, New York, as follows:

The present income eligibility of $12,000 for the Senior Citizen Exemption for village tax purposes shall be increased to a maximum of $15,000 with the sliding scale provision, as follows:

INCOME

EXEMPTION

To $15,000

50%

$15,001 - $15,999

45%

$16,000 - $16,999

40%

$17,000 - $17,999

35%

$18,000 - $18,899

30%

$18,900 - $19,799

25%

$19,800 - $20,699

20%

$20,700 - $21,599

15%

$21,600 - $22,499

10%

Section 3.

Enactment.


Be it enacted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls this 6th day of April, 2009.

Section 4.

When Effective.


This local law shall take effect upon enactment and publication in the manner provided by law and upon due filing with the Secretary of State. 


	ADOPT LOCAL LAW #1 - 2009
Senior Tax Exemption

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to open the public hearing for proposed Local Law #2 of 2009 to amend Chapter 216 Taxation, Veteran’s Exemption.
	OPEN PUBLIC HEARING
Local Law #2 – 2009



	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	There being no one from the public wishing to speak, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to close the public hearing.
	CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING

Local Law #2 - 2009

	As all notices have been published and public hearing held, it was on motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Masino that the foregoing Local Law #2 of 2009 amending Chapter 216-17 Veteran’s Exemption as follows:
Section 1.               Findings and Purpose.  As it has become necessary for other taxing jurisdictions to update the Tax Law to reflect changes in the State Taxation Laws, the Village of Seneca Falls hereby offers the same amendments as in an effort to retain uniformity.

Section 2.              Amendment.  

Chapter 216, Article V Section 17.  Exemption granted as to increase the maximum veteran’s exemption  from real property taxes allowable pursuant to Section 458-a of the Real Property Tax Law.

Pursuant to subdivision 2 (d)(ii) of Section 458-a of the Real Property Tax Law, the maximum allowable in subdivision 2(a) (b) and (c) of Section 458-a shall not exceed $12,000, $8,000 and $40,000 respectively.

Section 3.               Enactment.

              Be it enacted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls this 6th day of April, 2009

Section 4.                Effective.

               This Local Law shall take effect upon enactment and publication in the manner provided by law and upon due filing with the Secretary of State. 
	ADOPT LOCAL LAW #2 of 2009
Chapter 216-17 Veteran’s Exemption.

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	The Board of Trustees has reviewed the following meeting minutes:  Board of Trustees Regular Meetings February 9, 2009 and March 9, 2009; and Special Meeting March 19, 2009; Cemetery Commission January 5, 2009; Planning Board March 18, 2009; Heritage Preservation Commission March 3, 2009 and ZBA meeting March 12, 2009.
It was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to accept the minutes as presented, in total.
	MINUTES

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Administrator Sowards read a letter from the Women’s Interfaith Institute thanking the SF Fire Dept for their assistance with the fire on March 5th. 
	COMMUNICATIONS

Women’s Interfaith Inst

	
	

	Reports are on file from the following Departments:  Police Department, Code Enforcement, Fire Department and Public Works Department.  Both Adriene Emmo of the Heritage Area made a public presentation and Jeff Warrick of the DPW also.
	REPORTS

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #1072 through  #1177 in the amount of $178,112.49; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above referenced claims:

NOW THEREFORE, on motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Masino, resolved that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows:

General Fund:



$ 112,858.15
Water Fund:



$  19,028.05
Sewer Fund:



$  34,702.19
Trust & Agency:


$    5,488.60
GIS Grant                                           $     1,240.50
Downtown TEP Proj                         $        120.00
Phase II Walnut Street                      $     4,675.00
ROLL CALL

Trustee Petroccia  Aye

Trustee Campese  Aye

            Trustee Masino     Aye
            Mayor Smith        Aye


	AUDIT OF CLAIMS

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Mayor Smith again appointed Trustee Campese to the position of Deputy Mayor for a one year term to expire March 31, 2010.
	APPOINTMENT

Deputy Mayor - Campese

	
	

	A petition was received from Krista Jones of 65 Cayuga Street for permission to keep three hens on her property.  After discussion with Ms. Jones to explain that the Boards only concern would be potential opposition by neighboring property owners.
Therefore, it was on motion by Mayor Smith, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to request that the petitioner, Krista Jones, submit written authorization from the all property owners living within 500 feet of 65 Cayuga Street.
	PETITION
65 Cayuga St – Chickens

MOTION TO OBTAIN WRITTEN APPROVAL

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The application for Special Event submitted by the Convention Days Committee was reviewed.  

It was on motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the application for Special Event for the Convention Days Celebration on July 17, 18, 19, 24, 25 & 26, 2009 at various times as submitted. 
	SPECIAL EVENTS
Convention Days

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request for special event was received from the Seneca Falls Community Band for the 2009 concert schedule in People’s Park on the following dates:
June 26th ; July 3, 17, and 31; August 7

It was on motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the application as submitted.
	SPECIAL EVENTS

SF Community Band

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request was received from the One Voice Alliance for approval to hold the Women’s All Media Matrix in People’s Park on August 8, 2009 which will be an all-day event.  The projected attendance for this event is anticipated to be approximately 300.  
It was on motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the application as submitted.
	SPECIAL EVENTS
Women’s All Media Matrix

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	A request for Special Event was received for review, sent by Al Hasting of Motion for permission to hold Cycling the Erie annual event in People’s Park on July 14, 2009 from 9AM to 9AM the following day.  The application was amended as information was provided indicating that there would be wine tasting in the park during the cyclists’ stay.  
It was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to approve the application as amended.
	SPECIAL EVENTS 
Cycling the Erie

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Planning Board has reviewed the site plan for the Hotel Clarence Renovation and has voted to recommend approval by the Board of Trustees: now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the site plans as submitted for the Hotel Clarence Renovation Project.
	PREFILED #1 – Clarence Site Plan

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Seneca Falls Development Corporation is applying for a Main Street grant to assist in funding projects for Village of Seneca Falls downtown area property owners; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees supports this request and hopes for a positive outcome to these efforts; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia that the Board of Trustees approve this resolution to show support for this project.
	PREFILED #2 – SFDC  Grant Application

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls conducted a bid solicitation and opening for the 1993 Chevy 2500 pick-up truck and the only responsive bidder was Jimmers Auto of 163 Fall Street Seneca Falls at a bid of $355.00; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the award of this surplus equipment to Jimmers Auto for $355.00.
	PREFILED #3 – Surplus Equipment

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls solicited bids for installation of a Security Alarm System at Village Hall; and

WHEREAS, the following bids were received:

Covert Security Inc, Penn Yan, NY      $11,985.00

AlarmTech Systems, Interlaken, NY    $12,881.28

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to award the bid for Security Alarm System installation to Covert Security, Inc. at a cost of $11,985.00
	PREFILED #4 – Security Alarm System

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The next Dissolution Committee meeting will be held on April 8, 2009 at 6 PM at Village Hall and then there will be a Dissolution Committee Workshop on April 30, 2009 at 7 PM at the SF Community Center. 
	OLD BUSINESS

Dissolution Update

	
	

	Jeff Warrick, DPW Superintendent gave an outline of the brush pickup.
	NEW BUSINESS

Brush Pickup

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Masino to open the public hearing on the 2009-2010 Village budget.
	OPEN PUBLIC HEARING

2009-2010 BUDGET

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Mayor Smith gave a presentation of the tentative budget to the public.  In her statement Mayor Smith outlined the savings which will be realized by Village Residents over a 5-year span by keeping trash removal in-house. 
	MAYOR STATEMENT

	Ann Cramer, 101 Cayuga Street – Asks if seniority was considered when the position eliminations were decided.  

Roberta Halden, Auburn Rd – was concerned about the expense involved with the consolidation/dissolution process and is also concerned that the Town of Seneca Falls has not been receptive to requests for sharing of the landfill revenue.

Dan Babbitt of Pleasant Street – spoke about Shared Services with the Town of Seneca Falls.
	PUBLIC COMMENT (Budget)

	
	

	There being no further requests to speak from the public, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to close the public hearing at 8 PM.
	CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING

2009-2010 Village Budget

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Trustee then made a motion to adopt the Tentative 2009-2010 Budget as presented, which was seconded by Trustee Petroccia. 

Administrator Sowards expressed concern that the budget should be amended with Budget Adjustments as outlined in the documentation provided to the Trustees.  At this time Trustee Campese and Petroccia withdrew the motion and the second, respectively.
	

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to authorize the budget adjustments outlined by Administrator Sowards resulting in a zero additional impact on the General, Water or Sewer funds and attached to the minutes of this meeting. 

ROLL CALL
Trustee Campese:  Aye

Trustee Petroccia:  Aye

Trustee Masino:  Aye

Mayor Smith:  Aye


	MOTION TO ADOPT TENTATIVE BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Mayor Smith introduced the following Resolution for consideration by the Board:

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls residents comprise 73% of the population of the Town of Seneca Falls; and

WHEREAS, it is the belief of the Board of Trustees that 100% of the residents of the Town of Seneca Falls utilize, with frequency, the main arterial called East Bayard Street connecting the center of the Seneca Falls community to Cayuga Lake, Route 89, ITT Goulds Pumps, New York Chiropractic College, and two major community subdivisions; and
WHEREAS it is the emphatic belief of the Board of Trustees that Town of Seneca Falls residents who live within the Village limits, most often referred to as Village Residents, can no longer bear alone the expense of funding infrastructure maintenance and street repairs when maintenance of these assets benefits the entire community; and
WHEREAS the Village Board is aware of the Town’s excess revenue generated by a host agreement with Seneca Meadows landfill which produces approximately $3 million annually, a major portion of which is reserved for tax stabilization purposes; and 

WHEREAS, while the Village Board commends the Town Board for forward thinking in creating a tax stabilization fund, we further contend there is no truer or better form of tax stabilization  than maintaining a community’s infrastructure and, indeed, lowering taxes; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese, that the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees formally requests that the Town of Seneca Falls utilize a small fraction of the Town’s surplus funds and adopt as a Town project the repair of East Bayard Street in the next budget cycle.
	MAYOR RESOLUTION

TOWN OF SENECA FALLS

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	REORGANIZATIONAL APPOINTMENTS & RESOLUTIONS
	APPOINTMENTS

	Done earlier in the meeting. 
	Deputy Mayor - Campese

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to appoint Martha Dygert to the position of Registrar of Vital Statistics for a one-year term to expire March 31, 2010.
	Registrar of Vital Stats
Dygert

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Anne Havelin to the position of Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics for a one-year term to expire March 31, 2010.
	Deputy Registrar
Havelin

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Bond, Schoeneck & King Village Attorneys for a one-year term to expire March 31, 2010.
	Village Attorney
Bond, Schoeneck & King

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Roberta Halden to the position of Village Historian for a one year term to expire March 31, 2010.
	Historian - Halden

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Masino seconded by Trustee Campese to appoint Martha Dygert as to the position of Zoning Officer for a not to exceed one year with salary at current hourly rate of pay. 
	Zoning Officer - Dygert

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Corinne Alcott as Village Code Enforcement Officer – 12 hours per week for a period not to exceed one year with salary at $13.50 per hour.
	Code Enforcement Officer

Alcott

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia  seconded by Trustee Masino to appoint Albert Uticone  to the Water and Sewer Commission for a five-year term to expire March 31, 2014.
	COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

W&S Comm - Uticone

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	With approval by Mayor Smith, it was on motion by Trustee Campese seconded by Trustee Petroccia to appoint Philip Pontius to the Planning Board for a five-year term to expire March 31, 2014.
	Planning Board - Pontius

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	STANDING COMMITTEES:
	STANDING COMMITTEES

	4/1/09 through 10/1/09 – Public Safety & Operations Committee
	

	Trustees
	Masino & Ikewood
	
	
	

	4/1/09 through 10/1/09– Public Works
	

	Trustees Petroccia & Campese
	

	10/1/09 through 3/31/10 – Public Safety & Operations Committee
	

	   Trustees Campese & Petroccia
	

	10/1/09 through 3/31/10 – Public Works
   Trustees Masino & Ikewood
	

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Masino to designate Five Star Bank, Bank of America and Community Bank as authorized Village Depositories. 


	PREFILED #1

AUTHORIZED DEPOSITORIES

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Ikewood seconded by Trustee Masino, the following resolution was introduced:

WHEREAS the Board of Trustees has determined to authorize payment in advance of audit of claims for public utility services, postage, freight, express charges, payroll, debt service, social security, petty cash, and those governed by certain contracts, and

WHEREAS all such claims shall be presented at the next Regular Meeting for audit, and

WHEREAS the claimant and officer incurring or approving the same shall be jointly and severally liable for any amount disallowed by the Board of Trustees, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

Section 1.  That the Board of Trustees authorizes payment in advance of audit of claims for public utility services, postage, freight, express charges, payroll, debt service, social security, petty cash, and those governed by certain contracts and all such claims shall be presented at the next regular board meeting for audit and the claimant and officer incurring or approving the same shall be jointly and severally liable for any amount disallowed by the Board of Trustees.

Section 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.


	PREFILED #2

RECURRING CLAIMS

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese that the official newspaper of the Village of Seneca Falls be the Reveille Between the Lakes and the Finger Lakes Times.
	PREFILED #3

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia that the regular meeting night of the Board of Trustees remain the first Monday after the first Tuesday of every month, beginning at 7:00 p.m.
	PREFILED #4

MEETING NIGHT

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino that the following Village of Seneca Falls Boards and Commissions meet as follows as needed:  Planning Board meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month beginning at 7 PM; Water & Sewer Commission meets the 4th Monday beginning at 7 PM; Zoning Board of Appeals meets 3rd Thursday beginning at 7 PM; Storm Sewer & Flood Control Commission meets 1st Tuesday beginning at 7 PM; Cemetery Commission meets 3rd  Monday beginning at 7:00 PM; Heritage Preservation Commission meets 4th Tuesday beginning at 7 PM; and Heritage Area Commission meets 3rd Monday beginning at 4:00 PM.
	PREFILED #5

COMMISSION MEETINGS

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino to approve of official undertakings in the amount of $5,000 for all Village employees, except the Village Treasurer whose bond shall be $250,000.
	PREFILED #6

OFFICIAL UNDERTAKINGS

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino the following resolution was introduced:
	PREFILED #7

SOLE SOURCE
SENECA MEADOWS

	WHEREAS there are no other feasible landfills in New York State for use by the Village of Seneca Falls with the exception of Seneca Meadows:
	

	NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; pursuant to Section 103 of General Municipal Law, Seneca Meadows is the sole source for solid waste disposal and thus services are not subject to bid.
	

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese to adopt the procurement policy adopted in 2008.


	PREFILED #8

PROCUREMENT POLICY

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino, the following resolution was introduced:
	PREFILED #9

MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT

	WHEREAS the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls has determined to pay a fixed rate for mileage as reimbursement to officers and employees of the Village who use their personal automobiles while performing the official duties on behalf of the Village;
	

	NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
	

	Section 1.  That the Board of Trustees shall approve mileage reimbursement to such officers and employees at a rate of $.45 per mile.
	

	Section 2.  That this resolution shall take effect immediately.
	

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Ann Cramer and Dan Babbitt, Village residents made public comment.


	PUBLIC COMMENT

	There being no further business before the Board, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM.
	ADJOURN

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	







Respectfully Submitted,






Martha Dygert





Deputy Clerk-Treasurer

