Regular Meeting

Monday, July 13, 2009

Village Hall Meeting Room


A Regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Seneca Falls was held on the above date beginning at 7 PM.
PRESENT:  Mayor Smith; Trustees Driscoll, Campese, Petroccia & Masino; Staff:  Administrator Sowards & Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Dygert.
ABSENT:  Administrator Sowards.
	Mayor Smith opened the meeting at 7 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.
	OPEN MEETING

	
	

	The Board of Trustees has reviewed the following meeting minutes:  BOT Regular Meeting June 8, 2009; Special BOT Meeting June 15, 2009.
It was on motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Masino to accept the minutes as presented, in total.
	MINUTES

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	Mayor Smith took a moment to welcome the newly appointed First Ward Trustee, Larry Driscoll.
	TRUSTEE WELCOME

	
	

	A communication was received sent in by the Town of Lyons Ambulance as a commendation to the Seneca Falls Fire Department for a mutual aid response on 10 Maple Lane in Waterloo on June 8, 2009.
	COMMUNICATIONS

	
	

	Reports are on file from the following Departments:  Police Department & Heritage Area.
Oral reports were given by Adriene Emmo (Heritage Area) and Jeffrey Warrick (DPW).
	REPORTS

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees is authorized under Village Law to audit and pay claims asserted against it; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been presented with an abstract of unaudited vouchers #0062 through  #0226 in the amount of $276,889.11; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees desires to audit and pay the above referenced claims:

NOW THEREFORE, on motion by Trustee Petroccia seconded by Trustee Masino, resolved that the Village of Seneca Falls pay the above referenced claims against it by disbursing funds from the applicable Village accounts as follows:

General Fund:



$139,622.92
Water Fund:



$  67,515.81
Sewer Fund:



$  42,288.05
Trust & Agency:


$    5,489.77
GIS Grant                                           $  16,276.72
On motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to accept the bills as audited and order paid.

ROLL CALL:
Trustee Driscoll    Aye

Trustee Campese  Aye
Trustee Petroccia  Aye
            Trustee Masino     Aye
            
	AUDIT OF CLAIMS

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	On recommendation by the Fire Chief and the Public Safety and operations committee, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Driscoll to appoint Brian Sahler of Rte 89, Seneca Falls to the position of firefighter with the Seneca Falls Fire Department  effective July 13, 2009 and salary will be IAW the 2009/2010 approved budget.
	APPOINTMENT

Firefighter - Sahler

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	An application was received from the Seneca Falls Business Assn for permission to hang a banner across Fall Street during for periods of time when other permits haven’t been granted by the Board.  

Administrator Sowards explains to the Board that there have been problems with the banners that have been hung across Fall Street and Trustee Petroccia asks what the Village can do to remedy this situation.  Mayor Smith states that she is concerned with the cost and liability involved with the Village providing this service and feels this issues need to be taken into consideration when making decisions whether to continue.  Mayor Smith asks that this issue be dealt with by the Public Safety and Operations committee to bring recommendations for a solution back to the Board for consideration.

There being no further discussion on this topic, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Campese to approve the Banner Permit application submitted by the Seneca Falls Business Association.
	BANNER PERMIT

SF Business Assn

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, New York Real Property Tax Law ¶94-853, §626 provides for deductions allowed against taxes on special franchises; and
WHEREAS, Time Warner Cable has paid the Village of Seneca Falls franchise fees in the sum of $54,123 for the calendar year 2008, which exceeds the Real Property Taxes levied; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Campese, that the Village of Seneca Falls Board of Trustees authorize the Treasurer to enter a credit on the tax roll in the amount of $3438.48 for taxes assessed against Time Warner Cable.

ROLL CALL:

Driscoll:  Aye

Campese:  Aye

Petroccia:  Aye

Masino:  Aye


	PREFILED #1

Time Warner Tax


	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	1 (Ikewood)
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	As the Board of Trustees has been presented with an amended Non-Union Personnel Policy, it was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to approve the newly amended personnel policy as submitted.
	PREFILED #2
Personnel Policies

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, a petition investigation report has been received and confirmed that a clerical error was made b the Town Assessor for a veteran’s exemption for Village taxes for Lynda Carfora of 16 Miller Street; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Driscoll, that the Board of Trustees approve the adjustment of the 2009-2010 Village tax bill from $1,151.24 to $998.87.
	PREFILED #3

Tax Correction - Carfora

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls, with assistance from the County of Seneca, has gathered information and prepared the Seneca County Hazard Mitigation Plan (the “Plan”); and

WHEREAS, the Plan has been prepared in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000; and

WHEREAS, the County of Seneca  held a public hearing affording all citizens an opportunity to comment and to provide input in the Plan and the actions in the Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Village of Seneca Falls Village Board has reviewed the Plan and affirms that the Plan will be updated no less than every five years; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Masino, that the Village of Seneca Falls Village Board adopts the Plan as this jurisdiction’s all Hazard Mitigation Plan and resolves to execute the actions in the Plan.
	PREFILED #4
Hazard Mitigation Plan

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	The following water and sewer credit is recommended for approval by the Village Board of Trustees and it was on motion by Trustee Masino, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to credit the following water and sewer accounts for leaks being discovered and repaired; as per §239-52C of the Village Code.
Account #

Water Amount

Sewer Amount

Total

L2783

$474.81

$474.80

$949.61

C0316

$235.99

$235.99

$471.98


	PREFILED #5

Water/Sewer Credits

	
	
	
	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	Administrator Sowards gave an update on the dissolution process, stating that the next meeting would be on July 27, 2009 at 6 PM with reports from all sub-committees with synopsis of telephone survey.
It was announced that the next village-wide brush pickup would begin on July 29th, 2009.

Towing Services – Research was done and the recommendation was made that the Village “rethink” the policies that has become the practice for enlisting towing services.  As per Section 80 of General Municipal Law, the Village cannot be exclusionary in the selection of towing service providers and cannot restrict vendors to those who conduct business in the Village.  Changes proposed will take effect Monday and the Chief of Police will address impound policies and discuss his findings with the Public Safety and Operations committee.  
	OLD BUSINESS

	
	

	Ann Cramer of Cayuga Street stated that she was glad to have a sitting trustee in the 1st Ward again. 
David Delelys of Pinehurst Drive asks 1) if the paving was planned for in the College Heights subdivision .  Administrator Sowards stated that there was a meeting on this topic and when a determination was made, she would let him know. 2) Suggests erecting some type of light poles to assist in the banner hanging across Fall Street instead of attaching them to the building. 
	PUBLIC COMMENT

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to enter executive session at 7:40 to discuss the disciplinary matter of a particular employee.  
	EXECUTIVE SESSION

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	It was on motion by Trustee Campese, seconded by Trustee Petroccia to come out of executive session at 8:15 PM and reopen the regular meeting. 
	LEAVE EXEC SESSION/REOPEN MTG

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	It was therefore on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Driscoll to follow the recommendation of the Village Attorney, as outlined, for Daniel Incarnato.
	DISCIPLINE - Incarnato

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED

	
	

	There being no further business before the Board, it was on motion by Trustee Petroccia, seconded by Trustee Masino to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 PM.
	ADJOURN

	
	

	AYES:
	4
	NOES:
	0
	MOTION CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,






Martha Dygert





Deputy Clerk-Treasurer

