Joint Village/Town Board Meeting

December 18, 2009

Mynderse Senior High Cafeteria


A joint Village/Town board meeting was held on the above date beginning at 6 PM
	Mayor Smith and Supervisor Same opened the board meeting with the Pledge of Alliance
	OPEN MEETING

	Present: Mayor Smith, Trustees Driscoll, Campese, Petroccia and Trustee Masino
              Supervisor Same, Councilmen Snyder, Moore, Dougherty and Councilwoman Cook

Guest: Village Attorney Paul Reichel, Bond, Schoeneck & King
	

	Attorney Reichel talked about what would be required for the plan to be voted on by the Village board. He recommended strongly that IMA’s be in place for both shared services alternatives as well as all aspects of the plan. He also noted that if Village voters voted no to dissolution, they were voting yes to the alternatives
	ATTORNEY REICHEL

	 Public comment:

John Quattrociocchi – Questioned why a no vote would mean a yes vote to alternatives.
Frank Sinicropi – Asked Mr. Reichel for clarification of the new Dissolution Process law which takes effect on April 1, 2009.

Larry Driscoll – recommended that discussion be held on the Dissolution Plan IMA’s first before the alternative discussion.

Peter Same – seconded that sentiment

Dissolution Plan and the requirements for the IMA were discussed at length.  Police Protection was the first subject. Peter Same expressed support for a police district with the current police department staffing levels. There were many comments regarding this option discussed. The public spoke their opinions during all of the discussion time and there were many comments from the Dissolution Committee as well.  Sentiment  expressed ranged from not in favor of a district because of the unfair taxing of village residents; t concern of the viability of it passing the state process for approval  with town wide as a default option; voters wouldn’t know what they were getting when they voted on March 16th; support of a district; dissolution is being shoved down our throat; recommendation to drop the whole process and look at shared service alternatives; importance of going to a vote to let the taxpayers make the decision.

After a very lengthy discussion, Councilman Moore recommended that the town board consider approval of putting the town wide police as the police protection option to compromise and move the process along. Mr. Moore said he was really in favor of a special district but the two boards needed to agree to finish this process.  He also recommended that if the vote was yes and in the future the residents were unhappy about a town wide police force, the process could be initiated to create a special police district.

Mr. Reichel explained the district process if this were to happen.  Supervisor Same disagreed and expressed support only for a special police district.  He polled his board to determine if there was support for Mr. Moore’s recommendation.  Councilwoman Cook voted no; Councilman Dougherty voted no; TJ Casamassima expressed support only for a police district; Sue Savageau supported neither a police district nor a town-wide police force. She is not for dissolution but would like to explore shared services alternatives.

Mayor Smith recommended they adjourn and meet again another night.  Lou Cook mentioned that it was her last joint meeting.  

On motion by Tony Petroccia, seconded by Tut Campese to adjourn.
Ayes:  4                                 Noes: 0

On motion by Lou Cook, seconded by Duane Moore to adjourn.
Ayes:   4                                Noes: 0
Meeting was adjourned at 9PM.

Constance Sowards

Village Clerk
	PUBLIC COMMENT
DISSOLUTION PLAN –POLICE PROTECTION OPTION
MOTION TO ADJOURN
BOTH BOARDS – MOTION CARRIED


	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	


